
 

1 
 

 

Feast of St. Francis / Blessing of the Animals 
Sunday, October 4, 2026, 4:00 p.m. 

 

 
 

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church, Yarmouth, ME  
 

 
Prelude   Variations on All Things Bright and Beautiful 
 
Welcome & Announcements                       Ann Donaghy 
 
Opening Hymn, #405   All things bright and beautiful                                    The Hymnal 1982 
 
Opening Litany 

Presider  Blessed be the God of all creation.  
People  And blessed be God’s holy Name forever.  
 
  Bless your Creator, all animals of the land.  
  Praise and exalt our Creator forever.  
 
  Bless your Creator, all birds of the air.  

  Praise and exalt our Creator forever.  
 

  Bless your Creator, all creatures of the sea.  
  Praise and exalt our Creator forever.  
 
  Bless your Creator, all children of God.  
  With all of creation, we praise your name.  
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Collect of the Day 
Presider  God be with you.  
People   And also with you.  
Presider  Let us pray,  

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly 
the vanities of this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may, for 
love of you, delight in your whole creation with perfectness of joy; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

People  Amen.  
 

First Reading, “The Peace of Wild Things” by Wendell Berry                     Linda Perkins 
When despair for the world grows in me 
and I wake in the night at the least sound 
in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be, 
I go and lie down where the wood drake 
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. 
 
I come into the peace of wild things 
who do not tax their lives with forethought 
of grief. I come into the presence of still water. 
And I feel above me the day-blind stars 
waiting with their light. For a time 
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. 

 
Lector   Holy wisdom, holy word. 
People   Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 121                   Peter Sillin      

I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
from where is my help to come? 

My help comes from God, * 
the maker of heaven and earth. 

God will not let your foot be moved; * 
the One who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

Behold, the One who keeps watch over Israel * 
shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

The Holy One watches over you * 
and is your shade at your right hand, 

So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
nor the moon by night. 

God shall preserve you from all evil, * 
and is the One who shall keep you safe. 

God shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 
from this time forth for evermore. 
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Second Reading, Acts 4:32-35, 5:1-11          Linda Perkins 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33 With 
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 
grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35 They laid it at the 
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 
But a man named Ananias, with the consent of his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of 
property; 2 with his wife’s knowledge, he kept back some of the proceeds, and brought only a 
part and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 ‘Ananias,’ Peter asked, ‘why has Satan filled your heart to 
lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back part of the proceeds of the land? 4 While it remained 
unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, were not the proceeds at your 
disposal? How is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You did not lie to us but to 
God!’ 5 Now when Ananias heard these words, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all 
who heard of it. 6 The young men came and wrapped up his body, then carried him out and 
buried him. 
After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had 
happened. 8 Peter said to her, ‘Tell me whether you and your husband sold the land for such 
and such a price.’ And she said, ‘Yes, that was the price.’ 9 Then Peter said to her, ‘How is it that 
you have agreed together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the test? Look, the feet of those who 
have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.’ 10 Immediately she fell 
down at his feet and died. When the young men came in they found her dead, so they carried 
her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 And great fear seized the whole church and all 
who heard of these things. 

 
Lector   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s creation. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Hymn  Christ Our Peace      Singing Our Prayer 

 
 



 

4 
 

The Gospel, Luke 12:13-21             The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 
 
 Presider A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 
 

Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance 
with me.’ But he said to him, ‘Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?’ And he 
said to them, ‘Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not 
consist in the abundance of possessions.’ Then he told them a parable: ‘The land of a rich man 
produced abundantly.  And he thought to himself, “What should I do, for I have no place to 
store my crops?” Then he said, “I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, 
and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample 
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” But God said to him, “You fool! This 
very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will 
they be?” So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich towards 
God.’ 
 
Presider   The word of the Lord. 
People     Thanks be to God. 

Homily                The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 
 

Silence for reflection follows the homily. 
 
Anthem   “Let All Things Now Living” by Katherine K. Davis,  

to a Welsh traditional tune 
 

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 
To God the Creator triumphantly raise; 
Who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, 
Who guides us and leads to the end of our days. 
His banners are o&#39;er us, His light goes before us-- 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night-- 
Till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished, 
As forward we travel from light into light. 
 
His law He enforces, the stars in their courses, 
The sun in his orbit, obediently shine. 
The hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, 
The deeps of the ocean proclaim Him divine. 
We, too, should be voicing our love and rejoicing; 
With glad adoration a song let us raise 
Till all things now living unite in thanksgiving 
To God in the highest, hosanna and praise! 

 
 
 
 



 

5 
 

The Prayers of the People                             Peter Sillin  
Leader   Holy God, Creator of heaven and earth,  
People   Have mercy upon us.  
 
Leader  Holy and Mighty, Redeemer of the world,  
People   Have mercy upon us.  

 
Holy Immortal One, Sanctifier of the faithful,  
Have mercy upon us.  
 
Grant that all your creatures may serve you with thanksgiving;  
Pour out your blessing on earth, O God.  
 
Grant favorable weather, temperate rain, and fruitful seasons, providing food 
and drink for all your creatures;  
Pour out your blessing on earth, O God.  
 
Open our eyes to the wonder of creation, that we may see you in all your works;  
Pour out your blessing on earth, O God.  
 
Stir in us the desire to care for your creation;  
Pour out your blessing on earth, O God.  
 
Make us wise and faithful stewards of creation, caring for the earth, the waters, 
the air, and all that live therein;  
Pour out your blessing on earth, O God.  
 
Forgive us who waste and pollute your creation and strengthen us to restore 
what we have disregarded;  
Pour out your blessing on earth, O God.  
 
Look with compassion on those that are abused and mistreated, ill and going 
through a hard time, show us their dignity in your creation. We pray especially 
for those whose names have been entrusted to our St. Bart’s prayer list:  
Sasha, Paige, Nathaniel, Haskell, Gregory, Andy, Molly, Nova, Matt and 
Shannon; Lem; Hana; Melanie; Susan; Sue; Brooke; Elizabeth; Danny; Lin; 
Caroline; Ed; Greg; Tom; Diane; Laura; Judy; Celeste; Lisa; Jackie; Dan'l;  
Mike; Sarah and Stefan; Margot; Hannah; Richard; Peggy; Bruce; Branden, the 
families of Nan Green, Brookie McColloch, and Ellie Pascarella.  
 
And we pray for those we name before you now, both aloud and silently (pause 
for intercessions). 
God of grace; 
Pour out your blessing on earth, O God.  
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Remember those creatures that have died yet remain dear to us, that they may 
rejoice in your new creation; especially Nan Green, Carrie Yardley's mother, 
Brookie McColloch, Liza Chandler’s sister-in-law, Ellie Pascarella, cousin of 
Celeste and Mike Pascarella, and those we name before you now, both aloud 
and silently… 
God of compassion; 
Pour out your blessing on earth, O God.  
 

Concluding Collect 
Presider  Holy Immortal One, no sparrow falls without your knowing it; nothing dies but is 

remembered by you; nothing comes into being that you do not see. Give us 
courage and resolve to build up the common good, holding fast to the hope of a 
new creation in which all shall dwell eternally, through Jesus Christ, our Risen 
Savior.  
Amen. 

 
The Blessing of the Animals  

Presider  God’s animals inhabit the skies, the land, and the sea; we share the earth with 
them, and like them rely on God’s blessings to sustain and preserve us. We 
gather today in communion and friendship with Francis of Assisi who preached 
to animals and moved throughout the known world sharing God’s unconditional 
love for all beings. Remembering Francis’ love for all God’s creatures, we gather 
with the animals entrusted to your care that we may bless them.  

 
The Presider will come to those gathered with animals or photos of animals and offer a blessing.  
 
Presider [Name of pet], may God who created and preserves you bless, defend, heal, and 

keep you, this day and always. Amen.  
 
When all of the animals have been blessed, the Presider prays:  
 
Presider  Almighty and everlasting God, Creator of all things and Giver of all life: Let your 

blessing be upon these and all animals. May our love and care for them reflect 
your compassion and safekeeping of all creation. Grant these animals health, 
peace, and safety. Strengthen us to love and care for them following the good 
example of Francis of Assisi, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  

People  Amen.  
 
Collect for pets who have died 

Presider  Let us pray. God of all creation: we give you thanks and praise for the lives of our 
beloved departed pets. We thank you for their love and affection, their 
companionship and playfulness. Some pets, though they die, live with us and 
within us for ever. Thank you for the bountiful blessing of being their caretakers 
and families while on this earth and comfort us who mourn their loss.  

People  Amen.  
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A moment of silence for reflection 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Presider  God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
People  Holy One, our only Home, 

hallowed be your name. 
May your day dawn, 
your will be done, 
here as in heaven. 
Feed us today, 
and forgive us as we forgive each other. 
Do not forsake us at the test, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the glory, the power, 
and the mercy are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Closing Prayer: Canticle 12    A Song of Creation    

Presider Creatures, let the earth glorify our God, 
People   sing praise and give honor for ever.  

Glorify our God, O mountains and hills, and all that grows upon the earth, 
sing praise and give honor for ever.  
Glorify our God, O springs of water, seas, and streams, 
O whales and all that move in the waters.  
All birds of the air, glorify our God, 
sing praise and give honor for ever.  
Glorify our God, O beasts of the wild, 
and all you flocks and herds.  
O people everywhere, glorify our God, 
sing praise and give honor for ever. 
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Closing Hymn, #154   For the beauty of the earth                           Take up the Song 

 

 
 
Dismissal 

Leader   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People   Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude      Postlude by Flor Peeters 
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WORSHIP RESOURCES 

 

Liturgy: St. Francis Day/Blessing of Animals. Book of Occasional Services ©2018 
Psalm 121: The St. Helena Breviary 
Music:  

Singing in Community: Paperless Music for Worship. © 2017 Augsburg Fortress  
Singing Our Prayer. © 2010 Augsburg Fortress 
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SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
 

Celebrant The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 
Worship Leader Peter Sillin 

Lector Linda Perkins 
Ushers Nick Desiderio, Pam Waite 

Altar Guild John and Linda Perkins 
A/V Matt Kennedy 

Music Dr. Christina Edelen 
Musicians The St. Bart’s Choir 
Counters Tom Hyndman, Susan Soule 

Lawn Care David Heald 
VPOW Ann Donaghy 

Coffee Hour Alexandra Barr & Matt Kennedy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

11 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

12 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church, Yarmouth, ME  
A Congregation of The Episcopal Diocese of Maine 
 

Rector:          The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 
Rector Email:   amanda@stbartsyarmouth.org 
Music Director:   Dr. Christina Edelen 
Sr. Warden:    Susan Garrett 
Jr. Warden:   Ann Donaghy 
Pastoral Care:   Barbara Barhydt, Susan Peixiotto 
Pastoral Care Email:  pastoralcare@stbartsyarmouth.org 
Parish Administrator:  Katie Clark 
Office Hours:   Mon – Thu, 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.  
Office Email:   admin@stbartsyarmouth.org 
Telephone:    207.846.9244 
Website   www.stbartsyarmouth.org  

 
 

http://www.stbartsyarmouth.org/

