Morning Prayer
with Festive Carols
December 28, 9:30 am

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church Yarmouth, Maine

Prelude

“Lully, Lullay” (15th c. carol setting)

Welcome & Announcements Basil Souder

Opening Carol, #93

Angels from the realms of glory The Hymnal 1982

Opening Words & Prayer

Presider
People

Presider
People

Little One, born this day:
Savior, Redeemer, Beloved of God.

Blessed Savior, in love you came to us as a child:
Enlighten our hearts, that we may more deeply understand the richness of this
gift and practice more faithfully your call to give of ourselves in love. Amen.

Confession and Absolution

Presider

Presider
People

Presider

People

Let us confess our sins to God.
A brief silence for reflection

Word of God,

we confess that we need your wholeness.

We have often looked to outward gifts and measures
when what we need is your love in our hearts.

We have often aimed toward what we can achieve

or where we stand in relation to others,

when what we desire is the integrity your love bestows.
We confess our need for your illumination.

Be our light, O Christ.

God forgives all our sins and heals all our infirmities.

God lifts us from the low places and sets mercy and love upon us.
God fills us with goodness and renews our lives.

Thanks be to God.



Opening Versicle
Presider O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise.
People And your glory all the day long.

The Lessons

The First Reading: Isaiah 61:10-62:3 John Perkins
| will greatly rejoice in the LoRD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord Gob will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
For Zion's sake | will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem's sake | will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the Lorp will give.

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lorb,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

Lector The word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.
Carol, #110 The snow lay on the ground The Hymnal 1982
The Second Reading: John 1:1-18 John Perkins

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.



There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of
the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried
out, "This was he of whom | said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me
because he was before me."") From his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the
Father's heart, who has made him known.

Lector
People

Carol, #109

Homily

Carol, #112
Affirmation of Faith

Presider
People

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
The First Nowell (vs 1,2,6) The Hymnal 1982
The Rev. Lauren Kay
In the bleak mid-winter The Hymnal 1982

Let us affirm our faith as we say together:
We believe in God, the source of love,
who created humanity in God’s own image and likeness,
who blessed them and asked them
to prosper, nurture, and preserve God’s creation.
We believe in Jesus Christ, God incarnate,
who was born of a woman and was a carpenter,
who identified himself with people of all genders and ages,
abilities and backgrounds,
transforming them to have life abundantly.
We believe in the Holy Spirit active before creation,
who through the ages has inspired Christians without number,
who continues to inspire us to usher in the reign of God,
where no one is cast out, lonely, or bereft. Amen.



The Prayers

Laurie Hyndman

Prayer Leader \Wonderful Counselor,

People

The Lord’s Prayer
Presider
People

whose glory is beyond our understanding
and whose love is beyond measure:
Let us know your presence now.

Mighty God,

whose power girds creation

whose hands cradle the hills, yet whose mercy is boundless:
Let us know your presence now.

Prince of Peace,

whose righteousness is like the strong mountains
and whose justice is as the great deep:

Let us know your presence now.

Emmanuel,
whose property it is always to have mercy,
and whose arm is long to save, we lift before you now:

Here people may add particular intercessions and thanksgivings.

Hold all those we love in your unbounded love.
Make us your healing presence in the world.

As Jesus, love incarnate, first taught his disciples we now pray,
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.



Concluding Collect

Presider Loving Word of God, you have shown us the fullness of your glory in taking human
flesh: Fill us, in our bodily life, with your grace and truth, that our pleasure may be
boundless and our integrity complete.

People Amen.

The Peace

Presider The peace of Christ be always with you.

People And also with you.

The Offering
Offertory Sentence:

Presider “O Lord our God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor and power; because
you have created all things, and by your will they were created and have their
being.” (Revelation 4:11)

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to
the Lord.
Carol at the Offering, #99 Go tell it on the mountain The Hymnal 1982

Concluding Collect

Presider Let us pray together.

Savior, Redeemer, Beloved of God:

People Clothe us in your love, strengthen us to live gently on this earth, give us humility
to see all we encounter as precious to you, and teach us to walk with kindness
and patience this hour and always. Amen.

The Blessing, “Blessing the Threshold” by Jan Richardson Gary Sylvester

This blessing
has been waiting for you
for a long time.

While you have been
making your way here,
this blessing has been
gathering itself,
making ready,

biding its time,
praying.



Closing Carol, #100

This blessing has been
polishing the door,
oiling the hinges,
sweeping the steps,
lighting candles

in the windows.

This blessing has been
setting the table

as it hums a tune
from an old song

it knows,

something about

a spiraling road

and bread

and grace.

All this time

it has kept an eye
on the horizon,
watching,

keeping vigil,

hardly aware of how
it was leaning itself
in your direction.

And now that

you are here,

this blessing

can hardly believe

its good fortune

that you have finally arrived,
that it can drop everything
at last

to fling its arms wide

to you, crying

welcome,

welcome,

welcome.

Joy to the World

The Hymnal 1982



The Dismissal

Presider Little One, born this day:
People Savior, Redeemer, Beloved of God.
Presider Go in peace, proclaim the good news!
People Thanks be to God!

Postlude Noel, by L-C Daquin
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