
Third  Sunday  o f  Advent   
D e c e m b e r  1 4 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  9 : 3 0  a m  

 
 

 
       S t .  B a r t h o l o m e w ’ s  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h     Y a r m o u t h ,  M a i n e  

 
 
 
Prelude   Comfort, Comfort Ye My People, by J. Pachelbel 

 
Welcome & Announcements             Anne Jacobs  
 
Lighting the Advent Candles    

VPOW   In this Advent of expectation 
  stir up in us a spirit of service, 
People   that the path we follow 
  might lead us from a stable 
  to a glimpse of eternity. 
 
Celebrant Let us pray, 

O Radiant Dawn, glory and beauty of God's own face, 
eternal Sun of justice and peace: 
Come now to shine for everyone 
who lives in the shadow of death. 

People   Lord draw near. 
  Draw near and save. 

 
The Advent Candles are lit in silence. Then, the congregation joins in singing the opening hymn. 

 
Opening Hymn, #76   On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry               The Hymnal 1982 

 
Opening Words 

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People  God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 

Kyrie, S95 
 

 



The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because 

we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily 
help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Children’s Message          Pam Hobson 

 
The Lessons 

 
First Lesson, Isaiah 35:1-10                      Linda Perkins  

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 
and rejoice with joy and singing. 

 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
the majesty of our God. 

 
Strengthen the weak hands, 

and make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
"Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God. 
He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. 
He will come and save you." 
 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
and streams in the desert; 

the burning sand shall become a pool, 
and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 
 



A highway shall be there, 
and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

the unclean shall not travel on it, 
but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

No lion shall be there, 
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 
but the redeemed shall walk there. 

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 
and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

Lector  Holy wisdom, holy Word. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 146:4-9 (sung) 

 
4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their ‘ help, * 
whose hope is in their ‘ God; 
 
5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is ‘ in them; * 
whose promise abides for ‘ ever; 
 
6 Who gives justice to those who are op- ‘ pressed * 
and food to those who ‘ hunger. 
 
7 God sets the prisoners free, 
and opens the eyes of the ‘ blind; * 
God lifts up those who are bowed ‘ down; 
 
8 God loves the righteous 
and cares for the ’  stranger; * 
God sustains the orphan and widow, 
but frustrates the way of the ‘ wicked. 
 
9 God shall reign for ‘ ever, * 
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Alle- ‘ luia! 

 



Second Lesson, James 5:7-10            Linda Perkins      
 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 
precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late 
rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 
Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the 
Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 

Lector   Holy wisdom, holy Word. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Hymn, #66   Come thou long expected Jesus           The Hymnal 1982 
 

Gospel, Matthew 11:2-11             The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, O God. 

 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to 
him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, 
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 
And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into 
the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then 
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about 
whom it is written, 
 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; 
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
 
Celebrant  The Gospel of our Lord. 
People  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 

 
Affirmation of Faith  

Intern  Let us affirm our faith as we say together: 
People  We believe in God, 

creator and lover of the earth, 
origin and destiny of us all. 
 
We believe in Jesus the Christ 
- God coming to us 
in the fragile promise 
of a baby yet unborn - 



who emerges as the herald of hope, 
God's laughter in the face of despair. 
Plunged into death, 
he broke free the captives, 
and is leading the way 
to the land of promise 
where justice and peace will flourish. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
who implants the seed of truth, 
brings us to birth 
as the body of Christ, 
and empowers us 
to confront and transform 
all that is corrupt, degrading and deceitful. 
 
We believe in the coming reign of God. 
Announced by the Baptist, 
it has drawn near to us in Jesus, 
and will be consummated 
in the glorious marriage of earth and heaven, 
when all who have passed through 
the world's deep sorrow 
will be raised from the waters, 
robed in righteousness, 
and gathered into the joyous fulfilment 
of God's desire. 
 
For the coming of that day on this day, 
we work and pray: 
Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 

 
Prayers of the People           Michele Johns 

Leader  As the Apostle Paul encourages the faithful to constant prayer, so we offer our 
intercessions and petitions to the God who is faithful from one generation to 
another.   

 
 Silence for reflection 
 

O come, O come, Emanuel 
People   Hear and receive our prayers. 
 

Gracious God, you heave anointed your people to bring peace and healing to the 
world.  We pray that our ministries be renewed, our prayers be more faithful, and 
our lives be filled with grace and power.   
O come, O come, Emanuel 
Hear and receive our prayers. 
 



We pray for the church here and throughout the world, that we lose neither our 
voice calling for justice, nor our lives lived in thanksgiving.  Make us eager for the 
coming of God and ready to proclaim God’s life among us.   
O come, O come, Emanuel 
Hear and receive our prayers. 
 

Faithful God, who loves justice and hates deceit, deliver our leaders from 
wrongdoing and our nations from selfish greed and destructive pride.  Give us the 
courage and will to rebuild the cities, offer hope to refugees and prisoners, and 
bring healing to those devastated by crime, poverty, and prejudice.   
O come, O come, Emanuel 
Hear and receive our prayers. 
 

Loving God, who calls us to bring hope and comfort to those who suffer, be with 
all who are ill, oppressed, or broken-hearted, especially those on our parish list: 
Virginia & Jamil; Jenny & Matt; David; Elaine; Sasha; Paige; Nathaniel; Will; 
Haskell; Don; Gregory; Andy; Molly; Nova; Dave & Judy; Steven; Jen; Vance; Gary; 
Ernie; Ted; Matt & Shannon; Lem; Sally; Ed; Carol; Beverly; Diana; Ben; Meagan; 
Ellen; Morgan; Benson; Suzanne; Matt; Margo; Hana; Mary; Celeste; Howsie; 
Meg; Hans; Pam; and the Garrett family. 
 

And, we pray for those we name before you now, aloud or silently (pause for 
intercessions). May their bodies know healing and their lives discover new hope.   
O come, O come, Emanuel 
Hear and receive our prayers. 
 

O God, who comforts the grieving and promises new life to the weary and dying, 
be with those who mourn and grant to all people faith in your coming among us 
in Spirit and in truth.  We remember those who have died, especially Richard 
Garrett, beloved uncle of Susan Garrett and those we name before you, aloud or 
silently (pause for intercessions).   
O come, O come, Emanuel 
Hear and receive our prayers. 

 

Concluding Collect 
Celebrant  God of the Advent, stir up in us the spirit of preparation and the will to proclaim 

your justice and truth.  May we clear a path for your coming and acknowledge 
you as our joy and our righteousness.  Through Jesus Christ we pray. 

People  Amen. 
 
The Confession & Absolution 

Celebrant  Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
creator of the stars of night, 
companion at our table, 
breath over the deep waters. 

People   Amen. 
 
Celebrant Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept.  



Celebrant Have mercy, O God, 
People   against you, you alone, 

we have sinned. 
In your compassion, 
cleanse us from our sin 
and take away our guilt. 
Create in us a new heart 
and give us a steadfast spirit. 
Do not cast us away, 
but fill us with your Holy Spirit 
and restore your joy within us. 
Amen. 

 

Celebrant As tender as parent to child, 
so deep is God’s compassion for you. 
As high as heaven is above earth, 
so vast is God’s love for you. 
As far as east is from west, 
so far God removes your sin from you, 
renewing your life through Jesus Christ. 
Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love. 

People   Blessed be God forever. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

The congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with those around them. 
 
Offertory Sentence 

Celebrant “O Lord our God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor and power; because 
you have created all things, and by your will they were created and have their 
being.” (Revelation 4:11) 

 

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to 
the Lord. 

 

The bread and wine are brought forward as the ushers collect our monetary offerings. 
 
Offertory Hymn, #68   Rejoice, rejoice believers            The Hymnal 1982 
 

The money offering is brought forward. 
 
Offertory Prayer 

Celebrant Let us pray, 
People God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. 

Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive 
the gifts we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our 
communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
Amen. 



The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Celebrant It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Sanctus, S124 

 

 

 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 

Celebrant  All that is spectacular, all that is plain have their origin in you;  
all that is lovely, all who are loving point to you as their fulfillment.  
And grateful as we are for the world we know and the universe beyond our sight,  
we especially praise you, whom eternity cannot contain,  
for coming to earth and entering time in Jesus.  
 



For his life which informs our living,  
for his compassion which changes our hearts,  
for his clear speaking which contradicts our harmless generalities,  
for his disturbing presence, his innocent suffering, his fearless dying,  
his rising to life breathing forgiveness,  
we praise you and bless you.  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
And now, lest we believe that our praise alone fulfills your purpose,  
we fall silent …  
and remember him who came because words weren’t enough.  
Setting our wisdom, our will, our words aside,  
emptying our hearts, and bringing nothing in our hands,  
we yearn for the healing, the holding, the accepting,  
the forgiving that Christ alone can offer.  
 
Merciful God, send now, in kindness, your Holy Spirit  
to settle on this bread and wine,  
and fill them with the fullness of Jesus  
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ  
and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
And then let that same Spirit rest on us,  
converting us from the patterns of this passing world,  
until we conform to the shape of the one whose food we now share.  
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all glory and honor is yours, almighty God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
People  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 



and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Fraction  

Celebrant We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  
People   We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

 
Agnus Dei, S161 

 
 

The Invitation 
Celebrant  Come! For all is now ready. The gifts of God for the people of God. 
People  Thanks be to God! 

 
Holy Communion 

Everyone is welcome to receive communion at St. Bart’s! The ushers will invite you to come 
forward through the center aisle to stand along the rounded edge of the chancel to receive the 
bread, hands facing upward for bread with gluten, hands facing down will indicate you’d like 
gluten free bread. The Chalice Bearers will follow the Priest with the chalice of wine. If you would 
prefer not to sip from the cup, you may place your hands across your chest to receive the blessing 
of the words. If you would prefer to receive neither the bread nor the wine but would like to come 
forward for a blessing, please come forward as described above and simply cross your arms at 
your chest and the Priest will offer a blessing. Hand sanitizer is available in the aisle. Please use 
the side aisles to return to your seat.  
 

Organ Music   Comfort, Comfort Now My People, by Paul Manz   

 
Postcommunion Prayer 

Celebrant Let us pray together, 



People  We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this feast 
of life and salvation. Shine the light of Christ on our path, that we may do justice, 
love kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and forever. Amen. 

The Blessing 
Celebrant God, the Source of glory, 
  God, the Word of life, 
  God, the Spirit of truth 
  bless you all, now and for ever. 
People   Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn, #72   Hark the glad sound             The Hymnal 1982  
 
The Dismissal 

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude    Comfort, Comfort Ye My people, by Georg Bohm 
 
 
 

 
W O R S H I P  R E S O U R C E S  

 
Advent Candle-lighting Litany: Adapted from texts written by John Birch 

(www.faithandworship.com) and Garry Deverell (www.laughingbird.net)  
Old Testament, New Testament and Gospels readings are from the New Revised Standard 

Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide 

Psalm: The Saint Helena Breviary 
Affirmation of Faith: Copyright ©2001 Nathan Nettleton LaughingBird.net. 
Prayers of the People: written by The Rev. Stephen White 
Confession & Absolution, Offertory Prayer, Great Thanksgiving Preface, & Postcommunion 

Prayer, Blessing: All Creation Sings, Setting Twelve, Augsburg Fortress © 2024 
Eucharistic Prayer: adapted from A Wee Worship Book, The Iona Community 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.faithandworship.com/
http://www.laughingbird.net/


 
 
 

S E R V I N G  T O D A Y  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church, Yarmouth, ME  
A Congregation of The Episcopal Diocese of Maine 
 
 
 

Rector:          The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 
Rector Email:   amanda@stbartsyarmouth.org 
Music Director:   Dr. Christina Edelen 
Sr. Warden:    Laurie Hyndman 
Jr. Warden:   Susan Garrett 
Pastoral Care:   Imelda Schaefer, Barbara Barhydt 
Pastoral Care Email:  pastoralcare@stbartsyarmouth.org 
Parish Administrator:  Teri Coviello 
Office Hours:   Tue – Thur, 9-3 
Office Email:    admin@stbartsyarmouth.org 
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Website   www.stbartsyarmouth.org  

 

Celebrant The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 
Music Dr. Christina Edelen 
Chalice Bearer Michele Johns 
Nonvested Chalice Bearer Nancy Gunzelmann 
Lector Linda Perkins 
Ushers Jay & Basil Souder 
Altar Guild Beth LaSalle 
Flower Arranger Barbara Barhydt 
A/V Dan Hudkins 
Bread Baker John Perkins 
Counters Tom Hyndman, Marcia Sharp 
Snow Removal David Heald 
VPOW Anne Jacobs 
Coffee Hour Kathleen Damon & Pam Waite 
Advent Candle Lighting The Byrns/Furlow family 

http://www.stbartsyarmouth.org/

