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Prelude   “Noel: Vous qui desirez sans fin” by Jean-François Dandrieu 

 
please stand as you are able 
 

Opening Carol, #102  Once in Royal David’s City (v.1 solo)               The Hymnal 1982 
 

Welcome and Opening Words 
Presider Little One, born this day: 
People  Savior, Redeemer, Beloved of God. 
Presider Let us pray. Blessed Savior, 
People in love you came to us as a child: Enlighten our hearts, that we may more deeply 

understand the richness of this gift and practice more faithfully your call to give 
ourselves in love.  Amen. 



A Bidding Prayer  
Presider Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight to 

prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind 
to go even unto Bethlehem and see the Babe lying in a manger.  

 Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from 
our fraught beginnings unto the glorious Redemption brought us by the holy 
Child; and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns 
and songs of praise.  

 But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world, for peace and goodwill over 
all the earth, for the mission and unity of the Church for which Christ died, and 
especially for God’s Church within this community.  

a time of silence. 

 And because this of all things would rejoice God’s heart, let us at this time 
remember in Jesus’ name the poor and the helpless; the hungry and the 
oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged 
and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love 
him not.  

a time of silence. 

 Lastly, let us remember before God Jesus’ pure and lowly Mother, and all those 
who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude 
which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with 
whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one.  

a time of silence. 

Presider These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the 
words which Christ himself taught us:  

People  Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

Presider  Almighty God bless us with grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and 
unto the fellowship of the citizens above, may the Sovereign of the Angels bring 
us all. 

People Amen.  
 

the congregation may be seated 
 

 



 
Lessons and Carols 

     The congregation will stand and sing for each Carol but may remain seated for the readings and anthems. 

 
The First Lesson: Poem  In the Stillness, by Katrina Shepherd       Dan Hudkins 
 

In the stillness of a church 
Where candles glow, 
In the softness of a fall 
Of fresh white snow, 
In the brightness of the stars 
That shine this night, 
In the calmness of a pool 
Of healing light, 
In the clearness of a choir 
That softly sings, 
In the oneness of a hush 
Of angels' wings, 
In the mildness of a night 
By stable bare, 
In the quietness of a lull 
Near cradle fair, 
There's a patience as we wait 
For a new morn, 
And the presence of a child 
Soon to be born. 

 
Anthem   “Thou Who Wast Rich Beyond All Splendour” traditional French carol 

1. Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour, 
All for love's sake becamest poor; 
Thrones for a manger didst surrender, 
Sapphire-paved courts for stable floor. 
Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour, 
All for love's sake becomes poor. 

2. Thou who art God beyond all praising, 
All for love's sake becamest man; 
Stooping so low, but sinners raising 
Heavenwards by thine eternal plan. 
Thou who art God beyond all praising, 
All for love's sake becamest man. 

3. Thou who art love beyond all telling, 
Saviour and King, we worship thee. 
Emmanuel, within us dwelling, 
Make us what thou wouldst have us be. 
Thou who art love beyond all telling, 
Saviour and King, we worship thee. 



The Second Lesson: Jeremiah 31:31-34                Kathleen Damon 
 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write 
it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach 
one another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest, says the Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no 
more. 
 
Lector  The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 

Carol                 A Great and Mighty Wonder     Tune: Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming 
 

A great and mighty wonder, 
A full and holy cure! 
The virgin bears the Infant 
With virgin honor pure! 
Repeat the hymn again: 
To God on high be glory 
And peace on earth, Amen! 
 
The Word becomes incarnate 
And yet remains on high, 
And cherubim sing anthems 
To shepherds from the sky. 
Repeat the hymn again: 
To God on high be glory 
And peace on earth, Amen! 
 
While thus they sing your monarch, 
Those bright angelic bands, 
Rejoice, ye vales and mountains! 
Ye oceans, clap your hands! 
Repeat the hymn again: 
To God on high be glory 
And peace on earth, Amen! 
 
Since all He comes to ransom, 
By all be He adored, 
The Infant born in Bethl’em, 
The Savior and the Lord! 
Repeat the hymn again: 
To God on high be glory 
And peace on earth, Amen! 
 



The Third Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-9                  The Zimmerman family 
           

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the spirit of counsel and might, 
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see 
    or decide by what his ears hear, 
but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor 
    and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist 
    and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
The wolf shall live with the lamb; 
    the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
the calf and the lion will feed together, 
    and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze; 
    their young shall lie down together; 
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
    as the waters cover the sea. 
 
Lector  The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  

 
Anthem  "E'en So Lord Jesus, Quickly Come" by Paul Manz 
 

Peace be to you and grace from him 
Who freed us from our sins, 
Who loved us all and shed his blood 
That we might saved be. 
 
Sing holy, holy to our Lord, 
The Lord, Almighty God, 
Who was and is and is to come; 
Sing holy, holy, Lord! 
 
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, 
Rejoice on earth, ye saints below, 



For Christ is coming, is coming soon, 
For Christ is coming soon! 
 
E'en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, 
And night shall be no more; 
They need no light nor lamp nor sun, 
For Christ will be their All! 

 
The Fourth Lesson: Micah 5:2-4                 Kathleen Damon 
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
    who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
    one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
    from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
    when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
    to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
    in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
    to the ends of the earth. 
 
Lector  The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  

 
Carol, #78   O Little Town of Bethlehem (omit vs. 4)      The Hymnal 1982  
 
The Fifth Lesson: Luke 1:26-35, 38, 46-55             Dan Hudkins 
    

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said 
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to 
the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be holy; he will be called Son of God.  

Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 
Then the angel departed from her. 

 
 
 



And Mary said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant. 
    Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed, 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name; 
indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
He has come to the aid of his child Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 

Lector   The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  

 
Anthem   "Annunciation Carol" by John Rogers  
 

When Gabriel came to Mary, In robes of shimmering gold, 
Her mind was filled with wonder, great the news he told; 
"My heart in fear is throbbing, This thing it cannot be, 
That God should stoop from heaven, To be my Son," said she. 
  
But Gabriel spoke to comfort, Her fears and dread to lift, 
"To thee in lonely dwelling, Shall come God's choicest gift, 
Thy song shall rise to Heav'n, Be still and unafraid-- 
For humankind shall praise thy name, O blessed, holy maid." 

  
Carol, #265   The Angel Gabriel             The Hymnal 1982 

 
The Sixth Lesson: Luke 2:1-7                 Kathleen Damon                

 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place in the guest room. 
 

Lector  The word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  



Anthem    "Gaudete!" from the Piae Cantiones (1582) 
 

Refrain: 
Gaudete! Gaudete! Christus est natus ex Maria virgine, gaudete! 
 

At this time our God fulfills all our expectation: 
let us offer hearts and wills in rededication. 
 

Refrain 
 

God of God when time began, Lord of all creation: 
we rever the Son of Man at hi incarnation. 
 

Refrain 
 

Alleluia! Let us sing hymns of adoration:  
blessing Christ our worthy King in this celebration! 
 

Refrain 
 
Carol, #101  Away in a Manger             The Hymnal 1982 
 
The Seventh Lesson: Poem  “The Bethlehem Explosion” by Madeleine L’Engle                    Dan Hudkins 

     
The chemistry lab at school 
was in an old greenhouse 
surrounded by ancient live oaks 
garnished with Spanish moss. 
 

The experiment I remember best 
was pouring a quart of clear fluid 
into a glass jar, and dropping into it 
grain by grain, salt-sized crystals, 
until they layered 
like white sand on the 
floor of the jar. 
 

One more grain – and suddenly – 
water and crystal burst 
into a living, moving pattern, 
a silent, quietly violent explosion. 
The teacher told us that only when 
we supersaturated the solution, 
would come the precipitation. 
 

The little town 
was like the glass jar in our lab. 
One by one they came, grain by grain, 
all those of the house of David, 
like grains of sand to be counted. 



The inn was full. When Joseph knocked, 
his wife was already in labour;  
there was no room even for compassion.  
Until the barn was offered. 
That was the precipitating factor.  
A child was born,  
and the pattern changed forever,  
the cosmos shaken with that silent explosion. 
 
Lector  The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 

Carol, #94   While Shepherds watched their flocks by night          The Hymnal 1982 
 

The Eighth Lesson: Luke 2:8-16               The Zimmerman Family 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
   ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’ 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

 
Lector  The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 

Anthem    "I Saw a Stable" by Alan Bullard  
 

I saw a stable, low and very bare, 
A little child in a manger. 
The oxen knew him, had him in their care, 
A little child in a manger. 
 
The safety of the world, 
the safety of the world was lying there: 
A little child in a manger. 
 
I saw  stable, a stable, low and very bare, 
A little child, a little child in a manger. 

please stand as you are able 
 

 



The Ninth Lesson: John 1:1-14              The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
Lector  The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 

Carol, #82   Of the Father's love begotten                    The Hymnal 1982 
 
Closing Prayer 

Presider Wonderful Counselor, 
  whose glory is beyond our understanding 
  and whose love is beyond measure: 
People  Let us know your presence now. 
 

Presider Mighty God, 
  whose power girds creation, 
  whose hands cradle the hills, yet whose mercy is boundless: 
People  Let us know your presence now. 
 

Presider Prince of Peace, 
  whose righteousness is like the strong mountains 
  and whose justice is as the great deep: 
People  Let us know your presence now. 
 

Presider Emmanuel, 
  whose property it is always to have mercy, 
  and whose arm is long to save,  
  hold all those we love in your unbounded love. 
People  Make us your healing presence in the world. 
 

Presider Loving Word of God, you have shown us the fullness of your glory in taking human 
flesh: Fill us, in our bodily life, with your grace and truth, that our pleasure may be 
boundless and our integrity complete. 

People   Amen. 
 



Closing Carol, #87  Hark, the Herald Angels Sing             The Hymnal 1982 
 
Dismissal 

Presider Go! Tell it on the mountain! 
People  That Jesus Christ is born. Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude   "In Dulci Jubilo" by Leo Sowerby 

 
 
 
 
 
 

R E S O U R C E S  

Opening Words & Closing Prayer: from Daily Prayer for all Seasons. Church Publishing, Inc. 2014 
Bidding Prayer: The Book of Occasional Services 2018 
Old Testament, New Testament and Gospels readings are from the New Revised Standard 
Version Bible unless otherwise noted, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  
In the Stillness, by Katrina Shephard 
The Bethlehem Explosion, by Madeleine L’Engle 
Christmas Carol: The Complete Poems of Paul Laurence Dunbar (Dodd, Mead & Company, 1922) 
 
 
 
 

S E R V I N G  I N  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y  
Presider: The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 

Music: Dr. Christina Edelen and the St. Bart's Choir 

Readers: Kathleen Damon, Dan Hudkins, The Zimmerman Family 

Ushers: Ann Donaghy, Nancy Gunzelmann 

Altar Guild: Jan Burson 

Advent Wreath: Barbara Barhydt 

A/V: Dan Hudkins 
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