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A note about St. Bart’s Healing Service 
 

Throughout scripture, we read stories of healing and restoration. From Genesis to Revelation, 
individuals with afflictions of body, mind, and spirit and communities torn apart by greed and 

hatred are healed by prayer or, in one instance, by Jesus’ spit and a little bit of mud (John 9:6). 
The ministry of healing is one of the oldest offerings of our Judeo-Christian faith and one of the 

most essential. 
 

In church settings, when we hear the word “healing” we may think of the miracles of Jesus 
where by a touch or a word Jesus was able to renew sight to the blind, agility to the lame, and 

life to the dead. Certainly, there are times when we all pray for miracles – for God to drastically 
intervene and make whole or make well a loved one. 

 
Most often, however, “healing” is not just one experience of becoming well after being sick. It is 

a myriad of experiences of wholeness and being held, known, and loved just as we are. It is a 
sense of being buoyed when the waters of life are rough. It’s a deep sense of embodiment when 
life is swirling around us. It’s a cry for justice in a world still so deeply oppressed. It’s knowing we 

do not journey through life alone but with God and God’s people by our side. 
 

St. Bart’s Healing Services are times when we center this ministry of our tradition and make 
space for all these aspirations for healing. Our prayers, our songs, our silence turn our attention 

to our healing as individuals and as a community. Lighting candles – the flames of hope, 
endurance, love, and peace – and anointing – oils that bless the living and those close to death – 

are centuries-old practices that connect us to God’s healing ministry in our midst. 
 

We invite you, this morning, into this space of healing –  
for you, for those you love, and for our community. 

 
       S t .  B a r t h o l o m e w ’ s  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h     Y a r m o u t h ,  M a i n e  



Prelude   “Sleepers Wake!” by Frank Speller 
 

Welcome & Announcements                   Pal Covie 
 

Lighting the Advent Candles    
VPOW   In this Advent of expectation 
  stir up in us a spirit of unity, 
People   that our praise and worship 
  might echo in these walls 
  and also through our lives. 
 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
  O Wisdom, coming towards us on the breath of God, 
  seeping into every crack and corner of the world 
  with strength and gentleness to order everything just right: 
  Come now and show us the way to health and wholeness. 
People   Lord draw near. 
  Draw near and save. 
 
The Advent Candles are lit in silence. Then, the congregation joins in singing the opening hymn. 

 
Opening Hymn, #57   Lo! He comes with clouds descending          The Hymnal 1982 

 
Opening Words 

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People  God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 

Kyrie, S95 
 

 
 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 

armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in 
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 



 
Children’s Message                                   

 
The Lessons 

 
First Lesson, Isaiah 2:1-5                   Susannah White 

 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

In days to come 
the mountain of the LORD’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be raised above the hills; 

all the nations shall stream to it. 
Many peoples shall come and say, 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways 
and that we may walk in his paths.’ 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

He shall judge between the nations, 
and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
and their spears into pruning-hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 

 

O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk 
in the light of the LORD! 

 
Lector  Holy wisdom, holy Word. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 122, sung 

 
1. I was glad when they said to ' me, * 
"Let us go to the house of ' God." 
 
2. Now our feet are ' standing * 
within your gates, O Je- ' rusalem. 
 
3. Jerusalem is built as a ' city * 
that is at unity with it- ' self; 
 
4. To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the ' Holy One, * 
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of ' God. 
 
5. For there are the thrones of ' judgment,* 
the thrones of the house of ' David. 
 
6. Pray for the peace of Je- ' rusalem:* 
"May they prosper who ' love you. 
 
7. Peace be within your ' walls * 
and quietness within your ' towers. 
 
8. For my kindred and companions ' sake, * 
I pray for your pros- ' perity. 
 
9. Because of the house of the Holy One our ' God, * 
I will seek to do you ' good." 

 
Second Lesson, Romans 13:11-14                  Susannah White 
 

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us 
then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the 
day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling 
and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 
its desires. 

 

Lector   Holy wisdom, holy Word. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 



Gospel Hymn, #547   Awake, O sleeper              The Hymnal 1982 
 

Gospel, Matthew 24:36-44            The Rev. Lauren Kay 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, O God. 

 

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood 
came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in 
the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one 
will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the 
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 
broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 
hour.” 
 

Celebrant  The Gospel of our Lord. 
People  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                          The Rev. Lauren Kay 
 
Hymn, #749    The tree of Life                Wonder, Love & Praise  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Healing Liturgy 
 

A Litany of Healing             Susie Peixotto                   

Leader Every few months, we set apart a Sunday service to focus on the theme of 
healing. As we move into a time of prayer for the healing of our loved ones, our 
world and ourselves, let us take a moment to collect our thoughts, focus on our 
breathing, and enter a moment of silence. 

 

Silence for reflection. 
 
Leader God the Parent, your will for all people is health and salvation;        
People We praise you and thank you, O God.  
  

God the Son, you came that we might have life, and might have it more 
abundantly;  
We praise you and thank you, O God.  
 
God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temple of your presence;  
We praise you and thank you, O God.  

 
 Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and have our being;  
 We praise you and thank you, O God.  
 
 God, grant your healing grace to all who are sick, injured, or in need, that they 

may be made whole; Christ, our healer, 
 Hear our prayer. 
 
 Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are lonely, anxious, or 

despondent, a knowledge of your will and an awareness of your presence; Christ, 
our healer, 

 Hear our prayer. 
 
 Mend broken relationships, and restore those in emotional distress to soundness 

of mind and serenity of spirit; Christ, our healer, 
 Hear our prayer. 
 
 Bless physicians, nurses, and all others who minister to the suffering, granting 

them wisdom and skill, sympathy and patience; Christ, our healer, 
  Hear our prayer.  
 
  We remember those who have called upon us for prayer:  
  

Virginia & Jamil; Jenny & Matt; David; Elaine; Sasha; Paige; Nathaniel; Will; 
Haskell; Don; Gregory; Andy; Molly; Nova; Richard; Dave & Judy; Steven; Jen; 
Vance; Gary; Ernie; Ted; Matt & Shannon; Lem; Sally; Ed; Carol; Beverly; Diana; 
Ben; Meagan; Ellen; Morgan; Benson; Suzanne; Matt; Margo; Hana; Mary; 
Celeste; Howsie; Meg; and Perry. 
 



Are there others we wish to commend to God at this time? Please offer your 
prayers, either silently or aloud… Pause for intercessions. 

  Christ, our healer, 
  Hear our prayer. 

 

 Grant to the dying peace and a holy death, and uphold by the grace and 
consolation of your Holy Spirit those who are bereaved. We pray for those in our 
community who have recently died, especially Hartley Webster, brother-in-law of 
Lu Tingley Eaton; Karen Barr-Gosselin, mother of Danielle Damasco; and Phyllis 
Vail, dear friend of Laurie and Tom Hyndman. I invite your prayers, either silently 
or aloud… Pause for intercessions. 

  Christ, our healer, 
 Hear our prayer.  
 

 We pray for our fragile earth, that we may be good stewards of your creation: 
Christ, our healer, 

 Hear our prayer.  
 

 Our orange candle is lit as a vigil each week in remembrance of victims of gun 
violence. God of Justice, help us, your church, to find our voice. Empower us to 
change this broken world and to protest the needless deaths caused by gun 
violence. Give us power to rise above our fear that nothing can be done, and 
grant us the conviction to advocate for change. 
Christ, our healer, 

  Hear our prayer. 
 

  You are the God who does wonders:  
  You have declared your power among the peoples.  
 

  With you, O God, is the well of life:  
  And by your provision we believe.  
 

 Hear us, O God of life:  
 Heal us, and make us whole.  
 

Blessing Prayer Shawls 
Celebrant At this time, we will bless prayer shawls that have been prepared by our St. Bart’s 

knitters and which will be given to members of our community who would like to 
be wrapped in prayer. 

 
We invite the congregation to say the following Prayer of Blessing together: 
 

People  May God’s grace be upon these shawls 
  warming, comforting, enfolding and embracing. 
  May this mantle be a safe haven, 
  a sacred place of security and well-being, 
  sustaining and embracing 
  in good times as well as difficult ones. 
 



  May the one who receives these shawls 
  be cradled in hope, kept in joy,  

graced with peace, 
and wrapped in love. 

 
After the above prayer is said, the shawls will be placed on the table. As you come forward to 
light a candle, you are invited to add your own blessing to the shawls through touch or silent 
prayer. 
 
Celebrant Jesus said: “Come to me all you who are weary and I will give you rest.” 

At this time, I invite you into a time of reflection where you are invited to light a 
candle. 

The congregation is invited forward to light a candle as a symbol of the healing light of Christ. As 
individuals light candles, we sing… 

Hymn    Prepare the Way of the Lord 

 

Concluding Collect 
Celebrant Almighty God, who has promised to hear the petitions of those who ask: 

mercifully incline your ear to us who have made our prayers and supplications 
known to you; and grant that those things which we have faithfully asked be 
secured, to the relief of our need, and to the setting forth of your glory; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People  Amen. 
 

 



The Confession & Absolution 
Celebrant  Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 

creator of the stars of night, 
companion at our table, 
breath over the deep waters. 

People   Amen. 
 
Celebrant Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept.  
 

Celebrant Have mercy, O God, 
People   against you, you alone, 

we have sinned. 
In your compassion, 
cleanse us from our sin 
and take away our guilt. 
Create in us a new heart 
and give us a steadfast spirit. 
Do not cast us away, 
but fill us with your Holy Spirit 
and restore your joy within us. 
Amen. 

 

Celebrant As tender as parent to child, 
so deep is God’s compassion for you. 
As high as heaven is above earth, 
so vast is God’s love for you. 
As far as east is from west, 
so far God removes your sin from you, 
renewing your life through Jesus Christ. 
Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love. 

People   Blessed be God forever. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

The congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with those around them. 
 
Offertory Sentence 

Celebrant “O Lord our God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor and power; because 
you have created all things, and by your will they were created and have their 
being.” (Revelation 4:11) 

 

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to 
the Lord. 

 

The bread and wine are brought forward as the ushers collect our monetary offerings. 
 



Offertory Anthem   "O Zion, Herald of Good News" by  G.F. Handel  
 

O Zion, herald of good news, go to yonder mountain high. 
Lift up your voice, glad tidings tell. 
Lift it up, cry out with joy, "Behold the Lord God, now behold!" 
Cry out with joy, "Behold, He comes!" 

 
The money offering is brought forward. 

 
Offertory Prayer 

Celebrant Let us pray, 
People God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. 

Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive 
the gifts we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our 
communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Celebrant It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 



Sanctus, S124 

 

 

 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 

Celebrant  All that is spectacular, all that is plain have their origin in you;  
all that is lovely, all who are loving point to you as their fulfillment.  
And grateful as we are for the world we know and the universe beyond our sight,  
we especially praise you, whom eternity cannot contain,  
for coming to earth and entering time in Jesus.  
For his life which informs our living,  
for his compassion which changes our hearts,  
for his clear speaking which contradicts our harmless generalities,  
for his disturbing presence, his innocent suffering, his fearless dying,  
his rising to life breathing forgiveness,  
we praise you and bless you.  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
And now, lest we believe that our praise alone fulfills your purpose,  
we fall silent …  
and remember him who came because words weren’t enough.  
Setting our wisdom, our will, our words aside,  
emptying our hearts, and bringing nothing in our hands,  
we yearn for the healing, the holding, the accepting,  
the forgiving that Christ alone can offer.  
 
Merciful God, send now, in kindness, your Holy Spirit  
to settle on this bread and wine,  
 
 



and fill them with the fullness of Jesus  
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ  
and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
And then let that same Spirit rest on us,  
converting us from the patterns of this passing world,  
until we conform to the shape of the one whose food we now share.  
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all glory and honor is yours, almighty God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
People  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Fraction  

Celebrant We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  
People   We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

 
Agnus Dei, S161 

 
 



The Invitation 
Celebrant  Come! For all is now ready. The gifts of God for the people of God. 
People  Thanks be to God! 

 
Holy Communion 

Everyone is welcome to receive communion at St. Bart’s! The ushers will invite you to come 
forward through the center aisle to stand along the rounded edge of the chancel to receive the 
bread, hands facing upward for bread with gluten, hands facing down will indicate you’d like 
gluten free bread. The Chalice Bearers will follow the Priest with the chalice of wine. If you would 
prefer not to sip from the cup, you may place your hands across your chest to receive the blessing 
of the words. If you would prefer to receive neither the bread nor the wine but would like to come 
forward for a blessing, please come forward as described above and simply cross your arms at 
your chest and the Priest will offer a blessing. Hand sanitizer is available in the aisle. Please use 
the side aisles to return to your seat.  
 
During Communion, healing prayers will be offered in the Chapel by a member of the Pastoral 
Care Committee. 
 

Music at Communion   63 O heavenly word / 600 O day of God, draw nigh        The Hymnal 1982 

 
Postcommunion Prayer 

Celebrant Let us pray together, 
People  We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this feast 

of life and salvation. Shine the light of Christ on our path, that we may do justice, 
love kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and forever. Amen. 

 
The Blessing 

Celebrant God, the Source of glory, 
  God, the Word of life, 
  God, the Spirit of truth 
  bless you all, now and for ever. 
People   Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn, #61   Sleepers Wake!           The Hymnal 1982 
 

The Dismissal 
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   “Sleepers Wake” by Paul Manz 
 

 
 
 
 

* A l l  c a s h  i n  t o d a y ’ s  o f f e r t o r y  p l a t e ,  a n d  c h e c k s  s o  d e s i g n a t e d ,  
w i l l  g o  t o  t h e  R e c t o r ’ s  D i s c r e t i o n a r y  F u n d . *  

 
 



 
 

W O R S H I P  R E S O U R C E S  

 
Advent Candle-lighting Litany: Adapted from texts written by John Birch 

(www.faithandworship.com) and Garry Deverell (www.laughingbird.net)  
Old Testament, New Testament and Gospels readings are from the New Revised Standard 

Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide 

Confession & Absolution, Offertory Prayer, Great Thanksgiving Preface, & Postcommunion 
Prayer, Blessing: All Creation Sings, Setting Twelve, Augsburg Fortress © 2024 

Eucharistic Prayer: adapted from A Wee Worship Book, The Iona Community 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.faithandworship.com/
http://www.laughingbird.net/


 
 

S E R V I N G  T O D A Y  

 

Celebrant The Rev. Lauren Kay 
Music Dr. Christina Edelen 
Musicians The St. Bart’s Choir 
Chalice Bearer John Perkins*; Prayers: Susie Peixotto* 
Nonvested Chalice Bearer Michele Johns 
Lector Susannah White* 
Ushers Tom Hyndman, Mary Strnad 
Altar Guild Jan Burson 
Flower Arranger Barbara Barhydt 
A/V Laurie Hyndman 
Bread Baker Susannah White 
Counters Pamela Trudo, Harriet Davis 
Lawn Care Kevin Gillan 
VPOW Pal Covie 
Coffee Hour Jamie & Joe Michaud  
Prayers in the Chapel Imelda Schaefer* 
Candle Lighters The Covie Family 

 
    *Members of the St. Bart’s Pastoral Care Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church, Yarmouth, ME  
A Congregation of The Episcopal Diocese of Maine 
 
 
 

Rector:          The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 
Rector Email:   amanda@stbartsyarmouth.org 
Music Director:   Dr. Christina Edelen 
Sr. Warden:    Laurie Hyndman 
Jr. Warden:   Susan Garrett 
Pastoral Care:   Imelda Schaefer, Barbara Barhydt 
Pastoral Care Email:  pastoralcare@stbartsyarmouth.org 
Parish Administrator:  Teri Coviello 
Office Hours:   Tue – Thur, 9-3 
Office Email:    admin@stbartsyarmouth.org 
Telephone:    207.846.9244 
Website   www.stbartsyarmouth.org  

 

http://www.stbartsyarmouth.org/

