Season of Advent, First Sunday
November 27, 2022

Waiting for the Revealing by Jan Richardson

“I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth; do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.” – Isaiah 43:19

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church

Yarmouth, Maine

Prelude

“Amazing Grace” by Jean Langlais

Welcome & Announcements
Opening Hymn, #73

Arthur Wolverton
The King shall come

The Hymnal 1982

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant
In this Advent of anticipation
draw us together in unity,
People
that our praise and worship
might echo in these walls
and also through our lives.
Celebrant
In this Advent of anticipation
draw us together in mission,
People
that the hope within
might be the song we sing,
and the melody of our lives.
Celebrant
In this Advent of anticipation
draw us together in service,
People
that the path we follow
might lead us from a stable
to a glimpse of eternity.
Lighting the Advent Candles
Celebrant
People of God: awake!
The day is coming soon
when you shall see God face to face.
Remember the ways and the works of God.
God calls you out of the shadows
to walk in the revelation of his coming.
You are God’s children.
People
O Great Mystery, make us one as we walk with Christ
today and for ever.
Amen.
The Advent Candles are lit as the congregation sings.
Candle-lighting Song

“Like a Candle Flame” by G. Kendrick (back pages of the bulletin)

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant
God be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

Children’s Greeting

The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson

The Lessons
First Lesson: Isaiah 2:1-5

Elizabeth Ring

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!
Psalm 122
1 I was glad when they said to me, *
"Let us go to the house of the Lord."
2 Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3 Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;

Mary Curlew

4 To which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord, *
the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of the Lord.
5 For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
"May they prosper who love you.
7 Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.
8 For my brethren and companions' sake, *
I pray for your prosperity.
9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, *
I will seek to do you good."
Second Lesson: Romans 13:11-14

Elizabeth Ring

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is
nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us
then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the
day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling
and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify
its desires.
Gospel Hymn, #600

O day of God, draw nigh

Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44
Deacon
People
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The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson

The Holy Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to Matthew
Glory to you, O God.

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of
the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood
came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in
the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one
will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your
Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be
broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected
hour.”
Deacon
People

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Anthem

The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson
"Redeemer of the Nations Come"

Redeemer of the nations, come;
reveal yourself in virgin birth,
the birth which ages all adore,
a wondrous birth, befitting God.

With God the Father you are one,
and one with us in human flesh.
Oh, fill our weak and dying frame
with godly strength which never fails.

From human will you do not spring,
but from the Spirit of our God;
O Word of God, come; take our flesh
and grow as child in Mary’s womb.

Your cradle shines with glory’s light;
its splendor pierces all our gloom.
Our faith reflects those radiant beams;
no night shall overcome it now.

You came forth from the eternal God,
and you returned to that same source.
You suffered death and harrowed hell,
and reigned once more from God’s high
throne.

All praise, O unbegotten God,
all praise to you, eternal Word,
all praise, life-giving Spirit, praise,
all glory to our God Triune.

Holy Baptism
Presentation and Examination of the Candidates
Celebrant
The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
Parents & Sponsors

We present Grace Katherine Albert to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

Celebrant
Parents & Sponsors

Will you be responsible for seeing that Grace is brought up in the Christian faith and
life?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant
Parents & Sponsors

Will you by your prayers and witness help Grace to grow into the full stature of Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against
God?
I renounce them.

Parents & Sponsors
Celebrant
Parents & Sponsors

Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the
creatures of God?
I renounce them.

Celebrant
Parents & Sponsors

Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
I renounce them.

Celebrant
Parents & Sponsors

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
I do.

Celebrant

Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?

Parents & Sponsors

I do.

Celebrant
Parents & Sponsors

Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
I do.

Celebrant

People of God, will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these
persons in their life in Christ?
We will.

People
Celebrant

Let us join, now, with Grace’s parents and sponsors who are committing themselves
to Christ, and renew our own baptismal covenant.

The Baptismal Covenant
Celebrant
Do you believe in God the Father?
People
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Celebrant
People

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant
People

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Celebrant

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the
prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

People
Celebrant
People

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the
Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant
People

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant
People

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant
People

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human
being?
I will, with God’s help.

Prayers for the Candidates
Celebrant
Let us now pray for Grace who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth.
Leader
People

Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader
People

Open her heart to your grace and truth.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader
People

Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader
People

Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader
People

Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader
People

Send her into the world in witness to your love.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader
People

Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Celebrant

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the
power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now
and for ever.
Amen.

People

Thanksgiving over the Water
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt
into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed
by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection,
from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.
We thank you, O God, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By
it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore, in joyful
obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing
them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here
are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our
Savior.

People
The Baptism
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

People

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.

Grace Katherine, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
Let us pray.
Heavenly God, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon your
servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised her to the new life of grace. Sustain her, O
Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to
persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.
Amen.

The candidate is then anointed with Chrism
Celebrant

Grace Katherine, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for
ever. Amen.

The Deacon presents the Baptismal Candle
Deacon

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify our God in
heaven.

Celebrant
People

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his
resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

The Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

The congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with those around them.
Offertory Sentence
Celebrant
“O Lord our God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor and power; because you have
created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.” (Revelation 4:11)
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord.
At this time, the bread and wine are brought forward. The ushers will collect the offerings of our community
gathered.

Offertory Hymn, WLP #724

People, look East!

Wonder, Love and Praise

The offering is brought forward.
Offertory Prayer
Celebrant
Let us pray,
People
All things come of Thee, O God, and of Thine own have we given Thee.
The Great Thanksgiving & Eucharistic Prayer
Celebrant
God be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Lift up your hearts.
People
We lift them to our God.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to Christ our Sovereign.
People
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant

It is our joy to bless you, Creator of all, for you made us, and before us, you made the world
we inhabit, and before the world, you made the eternal home in which, through Christ, we
have a place.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus: #736

Celebrant

All that is spectacular, all that is plain have their origin in you;
all that is lovely, all who are loving point to you as their fulfillment.
And grateful as we are for the world we know and the universe beyond our sight,
we especially praise you, whom eternity cannot contain,
for coming to earth and entering time in Jesus.
For his life which informs our living,
for his compassion which changes our hearts,
for his clear speaking which contradicts our harmless generalities,
for his disturbing presence, his innocent suffering, his fearless dying,
his rising to life breathing forgiveness,
we praise you and bless you.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
And now, lest we believe that our praise alone fulfills your purpose,
we fall silent …
and remember him who came because words weren’t enough.
Setting our wisdom, our will, our words aside,
emptying our hearts, and bringing nothing in our hands,
we yearn for the healing, the holding, the accepting,
the forgiving that Christ alone can offer.
Merciful God, send now, in kindness, your Holy Spirit
to settle on this bread and wine,
and fill them with the fullness of Jesus
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ
and his Blood of the new Covenant.
And then let that same Spirit rest on us,
converting us from the patterns of this passing world,
until we conform to the shape of the one whose food we now share.
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
People
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
The Fraction
Celebrant
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
People
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
Agnus Dei: S163

The Hymnal 1982

The Invitation
Celebrant
Come! For all is now ready. The gifts of God for the people of God.
People
Thanks be to God!
Holy Communion
Everyone is welcome to receive communion at St. Bart’s! The ushers will invite you to come forward
through the center aisle, individuals and families are invited to stand along the rounded edge of the
chancel — with some space between families — to receive the bread, hands facing upward for bread
with gluten, hands facing down will indicate you’d like gluten free bread. The Chalice Bearer will
follow the Priest with the cup of wine. At this time, you are invited to sip from the cup but not to dip. If
you would prefer not to sip from the cup, you may place your hands across your chest to receive the
blessing of the words and abstain from sipping. If you would prefer to receive neither the bread nor
the wine, but would like to come forward for a blessing, please come forward as described above and
simply cross your arms at your chest and the Priest will offer a blessing. Hand sanitizer is available in
the aisle. Please use the side aisles to return to your seat once you have received.
Music at Communion, #64

O heavenly word

Post Communion Prayer
Celebrant
Let us pray together,
People
God of abundance,
you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us with Christ and one another;
and you have made us one with all your people
in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Hymnal 1982

The Blessing
Celebrant

People

The Wisdom of God, the Love of God, and the Grace of God
strengthen you to be Christ’s hands and heart in this world,
as we anticipate his coming in love,
in the name of the Holy Trinity.
Amen.

Closing Hymn, #61

Sleepers Wake

The Hymnal 1982

The Dismissal
Deacon
Let us go forth in the name of Christ
People
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“Sleepers Wake” by Frank Speller
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