The Season of Creation

September 27, 2026 9:30 a.m.

SEASON OF CREATION

[iving Credion

St. Bartholomew'’s Episcopal Church, Yarmouth, ME

Prelude Praeambulum, by Jakob Praetorius

Welcome & Announcements

Moment of silence to prepare our hearts and minds for worship

Kevin Gillan

Opening Hymn, #9 Not here for high and holy things The Hymnal 1982
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant This is the day the Creator has made.
People Let all creation rejoice and be glad in it!
Trisagion #5102 The Hymnal 1982
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Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Creator be with you

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant
us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may
become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

People Amen.

Children are invited to Storyweaving in the education wing.
THE READINGS

First Reading, "The Lighthouse" by Ellen Bass Susannah White
It’s late and I’'m pushing the baby in the stroller
through Lighthouse Field.

The grasses give off the damp straw smell of darkness coming on.
Walk, the baby commands.

So | unbuckle the strap and set her down.

It’s February first and the ground’s still swollen
from the atmospheric rivers that flooded California.
We were up till four in the morning,

with sump pumps and sand bags, schlepping
every sopping towel and blanket and bathrobe,
while the baby slept in her crib.

There are no cars here in the field

so she can have a little sovereignty,

as she wanders behind me. And faintly,

| hear her singing to herself,

Twinkle Twinkle.

The whole song. Like diamond sky.

She’s almost two. I’'m seventy-five.

| won’t be here when the worst

of what’s coming comes. | think about it

and then | try not to think about it.

And then | try to think

because if we don’t—but | can hardly grasp it.

| mean her in it. The tiny glint of her voice.
Something starts to collapse.

Love and dread are brethren

said a mystic woman in the Middle Ages.

For a moment the sun

reclines on the bare branches of the maples.
They’re rinsed with gold.

And then the light is gone. The tree is itself again.
It’s time to return the baby to her father.



The long beam of the lighthouse strobes the path.
| put her in the stroller and start walking fast.

Lector Holy wisdom, holy word.
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 25:1-8
Robert Knox Kennedy
(b. 1945)
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To you, O God, | lift up my ‘ soul;
my God, | put my trust in ‘ you; *

let me not be hu- ‘miliated,
nor let my enemies triumph ‘ over me.

Let none who look to you be put to ‘ shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their ‘ schemes.

Show me your ways, O ‘ God, *
and teach me your ‘ paths.

Lead me in your truth and ‘ teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation,
in you have | trusted all the day ‘ long.

Remember, O God, your compassion and ‘ love, *
for they are from ever-  lasting.

Remember not the sins of my youth and my trans- ‘ gressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O ‘ God.

Gracious and upright are ‘ you; *
therefore you teach sinners in your ‘ way.

You guide the humble in doing ‘ right *
and teach your way to the ‘ lowly.



Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 Susannah White
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own
interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death--
even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s Creation.
People Thanks be to God.



Gospel Hymn, #271

SocIETY/SOCIAL CONCERNS

271 Heav’n Shall Not Wait

Heav'n shall not wait

Take Up The Song

T

nut . | | A ;
ey : i ] ] q‘ 1 m— ———
e e e «—* | * = o
o 3 ¢ - o7 ¢ % o r
1 Heavn shall not  wait for the poor to lose their
2 Heavn shall not  wait for the rich to share their
3 Heavn shall not  wait for the dawn of great i -
4 Heavn shall not  wait for tri - um - phant Hal - le -
P N ]
EGLEE e S B b
nu . |
ggu'nu 3 4 | 1
i < 1 f ] 4 4
A\NV | b | |
v s oz - s S 3 &
[ *
pa -  tience, the  scorned to smile, the de -
for - tunes, the  proud to fall, the e -
de - as, thoughts of com - pas - sion di -
lu - jahs, when earth has  passed and we
P e R R
0 PS
it = ==
T pt l
N4t | N | 4 |
# ‘-'?#“g ‘ll' -i‘z ! — 3 ’f o
| P | |
A\SV | <
LT =
\\/
spised to find a friend: Je - sus s
lite to tend the least: Je sus is
vorced from cries  of pain: Je - sus s
reach an - oth - er shore: ]j sus s
T 4'\, S — e
= ———t



q
-9

L B

«n
Le |
"
L1 0
UL 1

Lord; he has cham - pioned the un - want = ed;
Lord; he has shown the mas - ters  priv. - ’lege—
Lord; he has mar - ried word and ac - tion;
Lord in our pres - ent im - per - fec -  tiom;
:ﬁ uﬁi £ e ! 4 J’—\%
a3 e > * e
T 4 —
IR J | I A .
R : i ] ' o B — ———
G+  — e e
5] f s T < s ¥ 9 @ r
in him in - jus - tice «con - fronts its time - ly
to  kneel and  wash ser - vants feet be - fore they
his cross and com - pan - y make  his pur - pose
his power and love are for now and then for

e

.

=
\]

I
L 1N

2

.
o

i | 0
Aw # 11-3 |4
& i | =
cr rrTs—

st

plain

EV’\- er more.
Fehghy— . - 8 g
1O I‘} I

L]

Text: John L. Bell and Graham Maule, 1987. Music: HEAvEN SHALL NoT WarT, John L. Bell, 1987.

Text and music © 1987 WGRG c/o Iona Community (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)




Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 The Rev. Sukie Curtis

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, O God.

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then
| will also tell you by what authority | do these things. Did the baptism of John come from
heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From
heaven, he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,
we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do
not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these
things.

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in
the vineyard today.” He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The
father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go.
Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly |
tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.
For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your
minds and believe him.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon The Rev. Dr. Allen Ewing-Merrill

Moment of silence for reflection

Anthem “The Falconer" by Alfred V. Fedak

Rise, my song, and stretch your wings, delight and need to trace.
Rise for those the gospel brings to seek a singing place.

This will be our singing day, word and tune will both be true.
Song, soar up, but not away--the falconer waits for you.

Rise, my song, and have no fear of soaring wide and high.

Christ the falconer is near, wherever you may fly.

See the human world below, showing scars and beauty too.

In a closing circle go, the falconer waits for you.

Soar, my song, with wings wide fanned, delight and need to trace.
Come to Christ’s uplifted hand, and find a resting place.

One day soaring song shall see everything made whole and new.
Day of gladness, come to be! The falconer waits for you.



Affirmation of Faith
Celebrant
People

Prayers of the People

RESPONSE
Leader
People

PRAYER LIST:

Let us affirm our faith in the triune God as we say together:
We believe in God, who creates all things,
who embraces all things, who celebrates all things,
who is present in every part of the fabric of creation.
We believe in God as the source of all life,
who baptizes this planet with living water.
We believe in Jesus Christ, the suffering one, the poor one,
the malnourished one, the climate refugee,
who loves and cares for this world
and who suffers with it.
And we believe in Jesus Christ, the seed of life,
who came to reconcile and renew this world
and everything in it.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the breath of God,
who moves with God
and who moves among and with us today.
We believe in everlasting life in God.
And we believe in the hope that one day
God will put an end to death and all destructive forces.

Loving God,
hear our prayer.

Nancy Gunzelmann

Sasha, Paige, Nathaniel, Haskell, Gregory, Andy, Molly, Nova, Matt and Shannon, Lem, Hana,
Melanie, Susan, Sue, Brooke, Elizabeth, Danny, Lin, Caroline, Ed, Greg, Tom, Diane, Laura,
Brookie, Judy, Celeste, Lisa, Jackie, Dan'l, Mike, Sarah and Stefan, Margot, Hannah, Richard,
Peggy, Ellie, Bruce, Branden, the family of Nan Green, and the McColloch and Chandler

families.

Confession & Forgiveness

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and all of God’s creation.
Silence for reflection.

Celebrant God of compassion,

People have mercy upon us.

Heal our relationship with your living creation.
Forgive us for our mistreatment and neglect

of the flora and fauna who share the earth with us.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent

for what we have done to harm them,

and for what we have not done to help them.



Fill us with your Spirit,

that we may care for one another and for all creation,
according to your will and in the fullness of your love;
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.

Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life.

People Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant In Christ we are a living creation.
People We see God around us and within us.
We give thanks to our Creator.
Celebrant Let us show the love God has instilled within us

by greeting each other with a sign of God’s peace, love, forgiveness, and grace.

The peace of our Creator be with you always.
People And also with you.

HoLy COMMUNION

Offertory Sentence
Celebrant “Yours, O God, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the
majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O God, is the
kingdom, and you are exalted as head over all.”
(1 Chronicles 29:11)

The bread and wine are brought forward while the ushers collect the offering.



Offertory Hymn, #746

God the sculptor

Wonder, Love, and Praise

<A | | | [ | | |
7 h ! =
[\ [~ —- - = L ——_ — —— O
1. God the sculp-tor of the moun-tains,God the mil-ler of the sand,
2. God the nui-sance to the Pha - raoh,God the cleav-er of the sea,
3.God the un - ex-pect-ed in - fant, Godthe calm, de-ter-mined youth,
4. God the dress-er of the vine - yard,God the plant-er of the wheat,
- = = ~ — .
f Y P - — I &
DI R I-L At B PR e
< \ = F < [ I
, | | ,l | | J J ,J |
* 1 [~] = ] - I [ B i &
Ybrhb 3 e ol o e o P o E—— |
| | | (] ) ry
L) &~ | (8] I (8 ] | (8] | I
— I I | |
< | | | | [l . |
ot Ty | I I | |
e - NS R~ ER—
[ € | | |1 & [~ 1" I } r
N | f
God the jewel-er of the heav-ens, God the pot - ter of the land:
God the pil - lar of the dark-ness, God the bea - con of the free:
God the ta - ble turn - ing pro- phet, God the res - ur-rect-ed  Truth:
God the reap-er of the har- vest, God the source of all we eat:
A — === e e
I f 1 f . ¥
L) | | | h | [ | b
[ Z L
G e e L o0 8srdf‘—‘4Tuﬁ’T”
| L o ® o 1 :J hJ
5 oo = o = o 1%
A R e , © . . 1
v ] | [ 8] | = | |
T — T T T T
O H’\ |
[ I N By - S — ]
) -— ] — ..
you are womb of all cre - a - tion, we are form - less; shape us now.
you are gate of all de - 1iv’ - rance, we are sight- less; lead us now.
you are pres-ent ev-ery mo - ment, we are search-ing; meet us now.
you are host at ev-ery ta - ble, we are hun - gry; feed us now.
Oy e I | | = | | — e
(e e e
Fe
o dd b i) d |
b, L — e T P ¢ o
Z B LV O | [#] = I
- © ] (3] : (3]

The offering is brought forward.

Offertory Prayer
Celebrant
People

Let us pray.
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.

—

You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with
these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant The Creator be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Creator.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to our loving God.

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God,

source of life abundant.

From before time you made ready the creation.
Your Spirit moved over the deep

and brought all things into being:

sun, moon, and stars;

earth, winds, and waters;

and every living thing.

You made us in your image,

and taught us to walk in your ways.

But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away;
and yet, as a mother cares for her children,

you would not forget us.

Time and again you called us
to live in the fullness of your love.

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels
in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:

Sanctus, #851 Wonder, Love and Praise
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Eucharistic Prayer

Celebrant Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.
To deliver us from the power of sin and death
and to reveal the riches of your grace,
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,
that she might conceive and bear a son,
Jesus the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us.
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners,
healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.
He yearned to draw all the world to himself
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.



Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross
the sacrifice of his life,
and to be glorified by you.

On the night before he died for us,
Jesus was at table with his friends.

He took bread, gave thanks to you,
broke it, and gave it to them, and said:
“Take, eat:

This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.
Again, he gave thanks to you,

gave it to them, and said:

“Drink this, all of you:

This is my Blood of the new Covenant,

which is poured out for you and for all

for the forgiveness of sins.

Whenever you drink it,

do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation,
and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,

who was and is and is to come,

we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine,

and ourselves, a living sacrifice.

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts

that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth

and make us your new creation,

the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.

In the fullness of time bring us,

with all your saints,

from every tribe and language and people and nation,

to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever.
People Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant As the Wisdom before Creation teaches us, we pray.
People Holy One, our only Home,

hallowed be your name.

May your day dawn,

your will be done,

here as in heaven.

Feed us today,

and forgive us as we forgive each other.
Do not forsake us at the test,

but deliver us from evil.

For the glory, the power,

and the mercy are yours,

now and for ever. Amen.

The Fraction
Celebrant This is Living Bread, given for all Creation.
People All who eat this bread share in Christ’s Body.

The Invitation
Celebrant Come, for all is now ready. The gifts of God for the healing of Creation.
People Thanks be to God.

Holy Communion
Everyone is welcome to receive communion at St. Bart’s! The ushers will invite you forward to
stand around the chancel to receive the bread and the wine. If you would like to receive a
blessing instead, simply come forward and cross your arms at your chest. Please use the side
aisles to return to your seat.



Communion Hymn

"0 Lord of every shining constellation"
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O LORD of every shining constellation

that wheels in splendour through the midnight sky,
grant us your Spirit’s true illumination

to read the secrets of your work on high.

You, Lord, have made the atom’s hidden forces,
your laws its mighty energies fulfil;

teach us, to whom you give such rich resources,
in all we use, to serve your holy will.

O Life, awaking life in cell and tissue,

from flower o bird, from beast to brain of man;
help us to trace, from birth 1o final issue,

the sure unfolding of your age-long plan.

You, Lord, have stamped your image on your creatures,
and, though they mar that image, love them still;

lift up our eyes to Christ, that in his features
we may discern the beauty of your will.

Great Lord of nature, shaping and rencwing,
you made us more than nature’s sons to be;
you help us tread, with grace our souls enduing,

the road to life and immortality.

ALBERT F. BAYLY 1901-1994
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Communion Hymn, #332 O God unseen The Hymnal 1982

Postcommunion Prayer

Celebrant
People

Benediction
Celebrant

People
Closing Hymn, #347
Dismissal

Celebrant

People

Postlude

Let us pray together:

Create in us a new heart and a new vision, O God,
that the gifts of your Spirit may work in us
and renew the face of the earth.

May we be one with you

so that our work is yours

and your work is ours.

Lead us to transform our lives

to reflect your glory in Creation;

through Jesus Christ our Savior

who is alive with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God now and for ever. Amen.

Let us join with the Earth and each other —to bring new life to the land,
to restore the waters,

to refresh the air,

to protect the animals,

to treasure the trees,

to gaze at the stars,

to cherish the human and more than human community,
to heal the Earth,

to remember the children.

Let us go forth to put our words into action.

Amen.

Go forth for God The Hymnal 1982

Go in peace to love and serve God’s Creation.
Thanks be to God.

Fantasia, by Jakob Praetorius



WORSHIP RESOURCES

Liturgy: Content for our Season of Creation liturgy is from or adapted from “Season of Creation: A
Celebration Guide for Episcopal Parishes Perennial Edition 2025”

The Old Testament, New Testament and Gospels readings are from the New Revised Standard Version
Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

The Psalm is from The Saint Helena Breviary
Offertory Prayer is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006
Eucharistic Prayer is from Enriching Our Worship © 1998 Church Publishing Inc.



SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY

Celebrant The Rev. Sukie Curtis
Preacher & Chalice Bearer The Rev. Dr. Allen Ewing-Merrill
Eucharistic Minister Nancy Gunzelmann
Lector Susannah White
Ushers Nick Desiderio, Pam Waite
Altar Guild Jamie Michaud and Paule French
Flower Arranger Nancy Wanderer & Susan Saunders
A/V Dan Hudkins
Bread Baker Peter Sillin
Music Dr. Christina Edelen
Musicians The St. Bart’s Choir
Counters Marcia Sharp, Harriet Davis
Lawn Care John Duncan
VPOW Kevin Gillan
Coffee Hour Alice Ingraham & Pam Hobson
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Rector

Rector Email

Music Director

Sr. Warden

Jr. Warden
Pastoral Care
Pastoral Care Email
Parish Administrator
Office Hours

Office Email
Telephone
Website

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church, Yarmouth, ME
A Congregation of The Episcopal Diocese of Maine

The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson
amanda@stbartsyarmouth.org

Dr. Christina Edelen

Susan Garrett

Ann Donaghy

Barbara Barhydt, Susan Peixiotto
pastoralcare@stbartsyarmouth.org
Katie Clark

Mon — Thurs, 8:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.
admin@stbartsyarmouth.org
207.846.9244
www.stbartsyarmouth.org



http://www.stbartsyarmouth.org/

