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“Let love be genuine” Paul tells the Christian community in Rome 
 
or, according to other translations of the Bible, “Let love be without 
hypocrisy” 
 
David McCabe, Professor of New Testament and Greek, Bethel University 
notes in his commentary that: “The adjective” translated as “genuine” in this 
text “is a negation of hypokritos, which is related to the noun often used for 
actors, ones who wear masks: hypokritēs.” As such, “there are 
connotations of pretentiousness in the term, notions of ‘play-acting’ or 
‘charade.’”1 
 
Paul’s message to let love be genuine actually means more like let love be 
without masks 
 
What an interesting image, isn’t it? 
 
Let love be maskless, or take off your masks and love without inhibition or 
fear 
 
Love without masks – without veils of charade or insincerity – sure makes a 
difference! Doesn’t it? 
 
When I thought about masked love as I prepared for this sermon, I thought 
about the experience of queer people and churches that put on their signs 
“All Are Welcome” 
 
If you didn’t know, the general reaction of queer people when we see that 
message on a church sign is to roll our eyes in suspicion 
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Why? Because it’s masked love – it needs an asterisk at the end of the 
phrase: All are welcome* 
 
*so long as you’re like us or willing to become like us 
 
*so long as you’re willing to change things about yourself like your sexuality 
or gender identity or expression 
 
Perhaps this isn’t your experience with churches, but perhaps you’ve felt 
the same kind of masked love with other groups you’re part of: parent 
groups at your kids’ school, the country club or pool club, or maybe you 
have experienced masked love at a church but it wasn’t your sexuality that 
needed to “fit in” but your clothes, or the language you speak, or how quiet 
or loud your kids are, or how liberal or conservative your politics might be 
 
All are welcome* – masked love, there’s a mask on this expression of 
welcome and it is not genuine 
 
Which is too bad for those who are genuinely trying to express welcome to 
people 
 
But, there are unmasked ways to express a loving welcome – for queer 
people it might be a rainbow flag on your sign or website or pronouns on 
your nametag; for other people, it might be the simple gesture of someone 
coming up to you at coffee hour and making a genuine connection with you 
 
I have been the recipient of masked love…and, I must admit, I have also 
been the one with a mask on 
 
There have been times in my life when I have been “loving” towards friends 
or even partners but I wore a mask and never fully shared my self with 
them – usually out of fear or a perceived need for self-preservation of some 
kind (which is basically fear of vulnerability, isn’t it?), or out of judgement 
 



Paul’s instruction to the Roman Christians sounds so basic – “let love be 
genuine” – but, in truth, it is an invitation into vulnerability that is so 
immensely precious and healing 
 
What a healing invitation to each of us personally and to us as a community 
of Christians to take off our masks and let love be genuine 
 
Have you ever walked in here on a Sunday morning, or other day of the 
week, with a mask on? Feeling the need to protect yourself or to project 
yourself in a certain way? 
 
Did any of you walk in here this morning with a mask on? 
 
Might it be possible that we can create a space this morning that is safe 
enough for us to take our masks off and let our love – for one another and 
for ourselves – be maskless and genuine just as God’s love for us is 
maskless and genuine? 
 
Perhaps that is what we need on this Healing Sunday – to experience 
God’s genuine love for each of us 
 
Did you know God’s love was maskless? No charade, no games, no 
judgement – just pure love for you exactly as you are 
 
In the silence this morning, in the songs, in the prayers, in the meal, in the 
candles let God’s genuine love fill you and let your masks fall and let your 
love be genuine 
 
Amen. 
 
  


