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“Go!” Jesus told his disciples, and “as you go, proclaim the good news, 

‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’” 

 

We read this morning from what scholars call Jesus’ “missionary discourse” 

in the gospel of Matthew because it highlights the beginning of the mission 

of Jesus’ disciples – and we’ll get a few more texts from this discourse over 

the next few weeks 

 

In the text this morning we hear Jesus calling, naming, and sending his 

disciples into the world with his authority and with clear instructions: “Cure 

the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons.” 

 

OK? No biggie, go for it. 

 

If you polled a lot of people and asked them “what is the sign that someone 

is a good Christian?” “how do you know someone is a good disciple of 

Christ?” my guess is one of the top answers some folks would give is “they 

go to church on Sundays” 

 

“that they are kind” is probably at the top also, but we have started to 

equate Sunday morning church attendance with what it means to be a 

good Christian 

 

To which I would say enthusiastically: you are right!......and…a good 

Christian is one who cures the sick, raises the dead, cleanses the lepers, 

and casts out demons which, I’ll tell you, opportunities don’t arise as often 

to do those things in here as they do out there! 

 

Perhaps a “good” Christian is one for whom the line between “in here” and 

“out there” is blurred – it’s not that “in here” we’re Christian and “out there” 

we go back to being just regular human beings 



 

Or if that is how you treat it, you’re doing it wrong! 

 

I don’t often lay down a “right/wrong” kind of theology, but to think that 

somehow the threshold of this building takes away your identity as a 

beloved child of God the moment you walk through it is just wrong 

 

And, the idea that somehow walking through that threshold back out into 

the world removes any responsibility you have to Jesus’ command to “cure 

the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons” is wrong 

 

Jesus calls disciples which, at the most basic definition of discipleship, 

simply means those who sit at the feet of a teacher to learn 

 

And, you could say that that’s the definition of disciple that we embody 

when we’re here 

 

But, at its most profound, Jesus calling disciples is calling fellow ministers 

of a radical ministry of grace and love embodied in the commands we hear 

from him today 

 

Danny Zacharias, Associate Dean and Professor of New Testament 

Studies at Acadia Divinity College in Nova Scotia notes in his commentary 

on this text: “These verses capture the heart of discipleship: responding to 

the needs of the people, relying on God’s provision, and carrying forth the 

work of healing and restoration...This passage challenges us to see 

discipleship not as passive belief but as active participation in the work of 

restoration.”1 

 

The heart of discipleship is to respond to the needs of the people, rely on 

God’s provision, and carry forth the work of healing and restoration that 

Jesus initiated 

 
 

1 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-11/commentary-
on-matthew-935-108-9-23-3  
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There are times when how things are phrased in our scriptures and even 

by some of these scholars that I quote that make these ideas sound really 

wonderful but there is this lingering question of “but what does this mean? 

What does this look like?” 

 

What does it look like to respond to the needs of the people? 

 

What does it mean to rely on God’s provision? 

 

How do we carry forth the work of healing and restoration that Jesus 

started? 

 

And I’ll respond to all of these questions the way I answer questions in our 

Bible Study sessions on Wednesdays: “What do you think this looks like?” 

 

Have you witnessed this? Have you sought to do this? 

 

Pause for a few stories to be told. 

 

Some people when they hear me or another preacher say that we are 

called to be disciples out in the world they think that what I’m asking them 

to go out and do is convert people to Christianity and get Jesus more 

followers 

 

But, notice this is not the instruction that Jesus gives and this isn’t what I’m 

asking you to consider today, either 

 

Matthew Skinner and Karoline Lewis in their podcast on this text point out 

that when Jesus sends out his disciples in this story, he’s not concerned 

with getting more followers and that, interestingly, our call to be good 

disciples in the world has very little to do with us needing to show Jesus we 

care deeply for him rather it has so much more to do with the fact that 



Jesus cares about those in the world who need their diseases cured and 

their ills healed: he cares about you2 

 

I recall one of my great mentors sharing that discipleship isn’t about us 

bringing Jesus out into the world or bringing people to Jesus, Jesus is 

already out there, our discipleship is meeting Jesus out there where he is – 

with the poor and marginalized, the “sinners and tax collectors” we’ve been 

hearing so much about 

 

Jesus, like a good shepherd, cares for his flock 

 

Professor Zacharias notes “The disciples’ mission is deeply restorative. 

They are sent to heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those with leprosy, 

and drive out demons (10:8). This is not just about physical healing but 

about restoring people to wholeness—socially, spiritually, and physically.” 

And, “the work of healing, restoration, and justice is not confined to Jesus 

alone; it is entrusted to his followers.” 

 

And the other interesting thing that Matthew notes in his telling of Jesus’ 

commissioning of his disciples, is that in Matthew’s gospel Jesus tells his 

disciples to “go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the 

Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 

 

So many of the commentaries I read for this week emphasized that they 

interpret this not to be as exclusive a command as it kind of comes across 

 

Commentators would say that this isn’t to say “don’t go to those other 

communities because my message of healing and hope isn’t for them” 

rather what they interpret Jesus as saying is “there are those who have 

been part of us and who now feel cut off, shunned, excluded, marginalized 

– go to them and tend to their wounds, cure their illnesses, remind them 

that they are not lost to me and that they belong.” 

 

 
2 https://www.workingpreacher.org/podcasts/1088-third-sunday-after-pentecost-june-14-2026  
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In a way, I hear this as a call to Jesus’ disciples to go to Romans 5 people 

– those who have suffered and endured, whose endurance has built 

character, and whose character has given them hope 

 

Do not hear Romans 5 as any kind of indication that God wills us to suffer 

so as to build character and hope in a person or community, hear it rather 

as a recognition of truth that when we endure suffering we often grow as 

individuals and as communities who come through hard times 

 

It’s Pride Month for the LGBTQ+ communities and to me, LGBTQ+ people 

are Romans 5 people – we have suffered individually and as a community, 

and we have endured.  

 

The LGBTQ+ community has built a character that prides itself in joy, care 

for others, acceptance, and perseverance 

 

And because of these things, the LGBTQ+ community has great hope – 

hope that like the Trevor Project proclaims “it gets better” and our world will 

continue to get better and we will come to see and know and love all our 

siblings exactly as God made them 

 

And, some in the LGBTQ+ community are our “lost sheep” – not all, but 

many in the LGBTQ+ community grew up in churches that then rejected 

them, hurt them, abused them, and deserted them 

 

There is still so much pain in the LGBTQ+ community related to faith and 

religion which is why things like churches participating in the Pride Parade 

matters, showing up to the Yarmouth Pride Picnic and helping people make 

pins with their pronouns or pride flags on them matters, rejecting trans-

phobic initiatives in our schools matters, putting up a pride flag on your flag 

pole or wearing your pronouns on your nametag matters 

 

And, I know it feels challenging to do but correcting bad theology regarding 

LGBTQ+ identities matters – you may not feel equipped for this one as 

much as the other things but I assure you you are!  



 

These are some of the ways you cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the 

lepers, and cast out demons in a meaningful way to those who have lost so 

much including their faith and yet are full of hope 

 

As Professor Zacharias wrote, the work of healing, restoration, and justice 

is not confined to Jesus alone; it is entrusted to his followers 

 

Maybe you could think of your presence at Pride celebrations this month as 

an extension of your discipleship – not to go to Pride for the purpose of 

converting everyone to Jesus followers, but to meet Jesus where he is – in 

the midst of Pride, in the midst of so many of his flock – and join him in the 

work of healing, restoration, and justice which is entrusted to you 

 

And a glimpse of what that looks like:  

 

“Jesus at the Gay” Bar by Jay Hulme3 

 

He’s here in the midst of it – 

right at the centre of the dance floor, 

robes hitched up to His knees 

to make it easy to spin. 

 

At some point in the evening 

a boy will touch the hem of His robe 

and beg to be healed, beg to be 

anything other than this; 

 

and He will reach His arms out, 

sweat-damp, and weary from dance. 

He’ll cup this boy’s face in His hand 

and say, 

 

 
3 https://jayhulme.com/blog/jesus-at-the-gay-bar  
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  my beautiful child 

 there is nothing in this heart of yours 

 that ever needs to be healed. 

Amen. 


