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     S t .  B a r t h o l o m e w ’ s  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h     Y a r m o u t h ,  M a i n e

 
 
Prelude   Adagio, by B. Galuppi  
 
Welcome & Announcements                         Anne Jacobs 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Celebrant Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 

People   Amen. 
 

Celebrant Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and 
placed us in a well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for 
the parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the 
way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you 
washed us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with 
the water of life. 

 

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for 
all water that surrounds us: For the waters of the Royal, Cousins, and 
Presumpscot Rivers, for coves and inlets, lakes and ponds, for Casco Bay and the 
open ocean. 
 

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy all who thirst, and give us the 
life only you can give.  
 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

People   Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn O Worship the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness  

(see next page) 
 



 

 

                    



 

Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant Blessed be God: most holy, glorious, and undivided Trinity. 
People And blessed be God’s reign, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Gloria, S278 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.  

Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was 
this day presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and 
clean hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

People  Amen. 

 
Children’s Greeting                     Leanne Greisen 

 

The Lessons 
 

First Lesson, Malachi 3:1-4                      Elizabeth Ring 

Thus says the Lord, See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight-- indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, 
and who can stand when he appears? 
 
For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 
he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present 
offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 
to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 

Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people 
People  Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm 84                             Laurie Hyndman                    

How dear to me is your dwelling, O God of hosts! * 
My soul has a desire and longing for your courts; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 



 

The sparrow has found her a house 
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
by the side of your altars, O God of hosts, 
my Ruler and my God. 

Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
they will always be praising you. 

Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

They will climb from height to height, * 
the God of gods will be revealed in Zion. 

O God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
hearken, O God of Jacob. 

Behold our defender, O God; * 
and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * 
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

For God is both sun and shield; * 
he will give grace and glory; 

No good thing will God withhold * 
from those who walk with integrity. 

O God of hosts, * 
happy are they who put their trust in you! 

 

Second Lesson, Hebrews 2:14-18                                  Elizabeth Ring  

Since God's children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise shared the same things, so that 
through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free 
those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not 
come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his 
brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself 
was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 
 

Lector   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches 
People   Thanks be to God 

 
Gospel Hymn, #499   Lord God, you now have set your servant free         The Hymnal 1982 
 
Gospel, Luke 2:22-40                                  The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel according to Luke 
People  Glory to you, O God. 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, the parents of 
Jesus brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of 



 

the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a 
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons." 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen 
the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon 
took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
    according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
    which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
    and for glory to your people Israel." 

And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and 
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts 
of many will be revealed-- and a sword will pierce your own soul too." 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to 
the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and 
prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak 
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of our Lord. 
People  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon                      The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 
 

Anthem   " When to the Temple Mary Went” by Johannes Eccard 

When to the temple Mary went, 
And brought the Holy Child, 
Him did the aged Simeon see, 
As it had been revealed. 
He took up Jesus in his arms, 
And blessing God he said: 
"In peace I now depart, 
My Saviour having seen, 
The Hope of Israel, 
 

The Light of men." 
Help now Thy servants, gracious Lord, 
That we may ever be, 
As once the faithful Simeon was, 
Rejoicing but in Thee. 
And when we must from Earth departure 
take, 
May we gently fall asleep and with Thee 
awake



 

The Nicene Creed 
Celebrant Joining with the faithful of all generations, let us say together: 
People We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven, 
    was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
         and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again 
         in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father, 
    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
    who has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
         and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People                  Laurie Hyndman  

Leader As Mary and Joseph brought the infant Jesus to be presented in the temple, so we 
gather in this holy place to remember, re-tell, and honor those ancient acts of 
obedience and blessing.  
How dear to us is this, your dwelling: 

People  O God, our life and our home. 
 

We pray for the church, both here and throughout the world. We remember that 
the church is more than bricks and mortar but is also that worldwide and sacred 
mystery.  We pray for our lay and clergy leaders and for all our members, that we 
may seek to build up in love this community of which we are a part.  



 

How dear to us is this, your dwelling: 
O God, our life and our home. 

 

We pray for the world, and especially for those in authority, that they may 
become more and more convinced that the human family can thrive only when 
we observe justice and honor peace as our highest goals.  We pray especially for 
those who suffer because of poverty or prejudice, war or civil strife.   
How dear to us is this, your dwelling: 
O God, our life and our home. 

 

Open our hearts and minds, O God, to reflect more perfectly your will in the 
world.  May we champion those causes and support those people who bear your 
image, especially the poor and neglected, the alien and the homeless.  We also 
pray for those who are ill or with special needs and those on our St. Bart’s prayer 
list: 
Virginia & Jamil; Jenny & Matt; David; Sasha; Paige; Nathaniel; Haskell; Don; 
Gregory; Andy; Molly; Nova; Steven; Jenn; Vance; Gary; Ernie; Ted; Matt & 
Shannon; Lem; Sally; Carol; Beverly; Diana; Ben; Meagan; Ellen; Morgan; Benson; 
Hana; Celeste; Howsie; Hans; Pam; Hurshell; Melanie; Joe; Susan; Sue; Brooke; 
Elizabeth; the Bullock and Wade families; and the Wollerscheid and Hobson 
families. 
 

How dear to us is this, your dwelling: 
O God, our life and our home. 

 

God, the creating and creative force of life, inspire us to cherish and protect the 
land, the seas, and the sky, that generations to come may experience the love of 
God in nature’s bounty and glory.  
How dear to us is this, your dwelling: 
O God, our life and our home. 

 
We give thanks, O God, for your peace which passes understanding and for your 
promise to grant us peace at the end.  Be with those who are dying and for those 
who grieve, that they may abide in your love and know you as you are.  We 
remember especially Margo Bullock Wade, sister of Liza Chandler, and William 
Wollerscheid, brother-in-law of Steve and Pam Hobson. 
How dear to us is this, your dwelling: 
O God, our life and our home. 

 

Celebrant   Hear our prayers, gracious God, and strengthen us to offer our whole hearts and 
minds to you and to your work in the world, this day and always.  We pray in the 
name of him who has called us to live a life of blessedness, now and always.  
Amen. 

   
 

 

 



 

The Confession & Absolution 

Celebrant  Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept.  
 

Celebrant Reconciling God,  
People we yearn for your presence to transform 

our grief, pain, and despair. 
We confess that we have not always prepared 
room in our hearts for your love; 
we have not always recognized  
your presence among us; 
we have not always embraced your message of peace. 
 

We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, 
oppression, and fear. 
We confess our failure to make room 
for those seeking refuge; 
our participation in violence systems 
that harm your innocent ones; 
our reluctance to embody your good news. 
 

Be born in us today 
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 
Amen. 

 
Celebrant God’s grace upon grace flows over you. 

Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. 
Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 

People  Amen 
 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

The congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with those around them. 
 

Offertory Sentence 

Celebrant “Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the 
majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the 
kingdom, and you are exalted as head over all.” (1 Chronicles 29:11) 

 

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to 
our God. 

 

At this time, the bread and wine are brought forward. The ushers will collect the offering.  
 

Offertory Hymn, #517  How lovely is thy dwelling place          The Hymnal 1982 
  

The offering is brought forward. 



 

Offertory Prayer 

Celebrant Let us pray, 
People God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you 

bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends 
of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to our God. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to Christ our Sovereign. 
People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, 
for you are the fulfilment of all our searching. 

 

Since the time you created all things 
you have had a plan 
— hidden in mystery through the ages — 
to draw all the world into one body, 
and to share with all peoples your promises of glory. 

 

And now the light has risen, 
the mystery is made known: 
your beloved child, Jesus, is revealed to the whole world 
as Savior and Redeemer, 
and as the King who reigns in justice and peace. 
You made him known first 
to the magi from the east, 
who came to pay him homage, 
though they knew of him only what the silent stars could tell. 

 

And now, you draw us again to the feet of Jesus 
— the crucified and risen Christ — 
to offer our gifts of praise to the light of the world. 
Therefore with Angels and Archangels and all the company of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Sanctus, S127  
  (see next page) 



 

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
Celebrant  O God, you are the most holy one, enthroned in splendor and light.  

You have called all creation into being, setting the earth on its foundations.  
You have spread out the heavens like a tent, and set a boundary to the seas.  
You have filled the world with your creatures and called all things good. 
 

In these latter days, you leaned toward the earth and spoke to us by a Son, Jesus 
the Beloved. Born of our sister Mary and the Holy Spirit, guarded by our brother 
Joseph with fatherly care, Jesus came among us as a baby, humbly born, cradled 
beside the animals and warmed by their breath, human as we are, in need of 
human love. 
 

Yet kings bowed down before him, bringing gifts, and emperors were troubled by 
his reign – this Child in whom all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell. As a 
servant, Jesus emptied himself of might upon the cross, and as the risen one is 
enthroned at God’s right hand to bring mercy and justice to all the earth at the 
end of days. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
So, rejoicing in all God has done for us, let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 



 

Holy God, as you visited us in the birth of Jesus, visit us now by the power of your 
Spirit in these gifts of bread and wine. Make them to be for us the Body and Blood 
of Christ, the banquet of heaven here on earth. Shine your grace, brighter than 
starlight, on us that we may bear your good tidings to all and renew the weary 
world in your name: the name of Emmanuel – God-With-Us.  
 

Through him, with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and 
honor is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
People   

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen

The Fraction, S169 (sung)  

           

The Invitation 

Celebrant  God is now in flesh appearing 
People  Come to the feast of joy! 

 
 
 
 



 

Holy Communion   
Everyone is welcome to receive communion at St. Bart’s! The ushers will invite you to come 
forward through the center aisle to stand along the rounded edge of the chancel to receive the 
bread, hands facing upward for bread with gluten, hands facing down will indicate you’d like 
gluten free bread. The Chalice Bearers will follow the Priest with the chalice of wine. You are 
invited to sip from the cup. If you would prefer not to sip from the cup, you may place your hands 
across your chest to receive the blessing. If you would prefer to receive neither the bread nor the 
wine but would like to come forward for a blessing, please come forward as described above and 
simply cross your arms at your chest and the Priest will offer a blessing. Hand sanitizer is available 
in the aisle. Please use the side aisles to return to your seat once you have received.  
 

During Communion, healing prayers will be offered in the Chapel by a member of the Pastoral 
Care Committee. 
 

Communion Hymns,   258 Virgin born, we bow                      The Hymnal 1982 
 

891 Lord, you have fulfilled your word                     Wonder, Love & Praise 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

Celebrant Let us pray, 
People  Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and 

ponder in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the 
wonders of your love in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in 
us. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

Celebrant The triune God, 
glorious Mystery, 
holy Incarnate One, 
abiding Comforter, 
bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 

People  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn, #542   Christ is the world’s true light                   The Hymnal 1982 

         
The Dismissal 

Celebrant Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. Alleluia, alleluia!  
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Postlude   Divertimento, by G.C. Wagenseil   

 
 

S E R V I N G  I N  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y  
Celebrant The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 

Music Dr. Christina Edelen 
Musicians The St. Bart’s Choir 

Chalice Bearer Laurie Hyndman 
Nonvested Chalice Bearer Peter Sillin 



 

Lector Elizabeth Ring 
Ushers Kathleen Damon, Jennifer Willard 

Altar Guild Jan Burson and Pamela Higgins 
Flower Arranger Corey Walmer 

A/V Joe Michaud 
Bread Baker Sukie Curtis 

Counters Pam Hobson, Dennis Fitzgibbons 
Snow Removal Tom Hyndman 

VPOW Anne Jacobs 
Coffee Hour Carol Hayes & Susan Garrett 

Prayers in the Chapel John Perkins 
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Breviary © 2006. Prayers of the People: The Book of Common Prayer 
Confession & Absolution, Offertory Prayer, Post Communion Prayer, and Blessing are from Sundays and 
Seasons © 2025. Great Thanksgiving: ©2000 Nathan Nettleton LaughingBird.net 
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Dear Beloved St. Bart’s Community,  
 
Thank you for the myriad ways you have responded to our vulnerable neighbors this 
past week. The Outreach Committee and I wanted to follow up from our email last week 
with a few more ways you and your household might support folks in the week to come.  
 

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
There are many worthy organizations who are doing amazing work supporting our 
vulnerable neighbors. As of this week, we would like you to consider gifts to:  
 
New Mainers Assistance Program – long-time partner of St. Bart’s providing housing 
and other assistance to new Mainers in Yarmouth. Checks may be made out to “New 
Mainers Assistance Program” and sent to the church.  
 

Maine Solidarity Fund (https://www.mainesolidarity.org/) Coordinated by a consortium 
of immigrant-led and -centered organizations to provide legal support, emergency 
familial support, and healthcare access. Donations may be made via their website by 
clicking the link. 
 
Presente (https://www.presentemaine.org/) A grassroots mutual aid organization run 
by and for displaced and dispossessed Afro/Indigenous-Latines in Maine. Donations may 
be made via their website by clicking the link.  
 

 

https://buykrvfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AkOKMiJCSz2nsZ-S083pMC-YirCkzwNxAW51L-xnHfg4GifWssyuxgJs5daDQm5dbuXDC89wqN2pIL7LWSigvR7viJV_ijFgrc58lR8VjkCLOEt_4xWjnts6KxMgps6oycx62pCIjo29VRkZh13wSm2oDy3VMX3j&c=&ch=
https://buykrvfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AkOKMiJCSz2nsZ-S083pMC-YirCkzwNxAW51L-xnHfg4GifWssyuxgJs5daDQm5db1S9YN8zXaJFZDjp8hgYxNqfFI4kM1FkYyoTZjeIc95gYda3_l7K-JzyMMbjzIxW2UvceAoNM1ic0481zFfK8hwXhebTVl6k&c=&ch=


 

 
Immigrant Legal Advocacy Project (https://ilapmaine.org/) A state-wide immigration 
legal services organization Donations may be made via their website by clicking the link.  
 

Episcopal Diocese of Maine: Supporting Our Vulnerable Neighbors  
Fund  (https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z5PN/campaign/C-1687X) Coordinated through 
the bishop's office and an advisory board made up of members of our Diocesan Council, 
your donation will go to support churches, individuals, and organizations engaged in 
ministering to the new Mainer community. Donations may be made by clicking the link. 
 

St. Bart's Rector’s Discretionary Fund  – Used at the Rector’s discretion, Amanda will 
track gifts that come to this fund for the next month and use them towards supporting 
our vulnerable neighbors. Checks may be written to St. Bart’s with “Rector’s 
Discretionary Fund” in the memo line.  
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
Many of our vulnerable neighbors have been sheltering in place and unable to work out 
of fear of abduction and therefore are in need of assistance. We plan to come alongside 
these neighbors in two specific ways: 
 

Shoppers – St. Bart’s will maintain a list of volunteers who are willing to shop for our 
vulnerable neighbors. This may include grocery shopping, picking up prescriptions and 
medication, or shopping at other basic needs stores. Being a shopper does not require 
you or your household to take on the financial cost of these items, shoppers may either 
be reimbursed or use gift cards to make purchases. If you are willing to be a shopper, 
please contact our Parish Admin, Teri, at admin@stbartsyarmouth.org.  
 

Meal Preparation – The Diocese of Maine is coordinating congregations who are willing 
to prepare meals that will then be delivered to our sheltering neighbors. The meal is 
Muamba Chicken (Muamba de Galinha) and is an aromatic chicken stew, flavored with 
garlic, chili, and vegetables cooked in palm oil, and is the national dish of Angola 
(though known in most of central Africa). A recipe will be provided. Those who are 
interested in cooking a portion of Muamba Chicken, please contact Barbara Barhydt  
(bbarhydt25@gmail.com). Meals will be picked up at St. Bart’s on Thursdays.  
 

Hannaford Gift Card Drive 
St. Bart’s will be collecting Hannaford gift cards in denominations of $25 and $50. These 
may be used to reimburse our shoppers (see above) and also delivered to our 
community partners who have requested them. Please staple the receipt to the gift 
card to confirm the amount. There will be a box by the Ushers on Sunday morning to 
collect the Hannaford cards. 
 

And finally, please pray! Pray for our neighbors who are afraid. Pray for our neighbors 
who are weary. Pray for our neighbors who are angry. Pray for our neighbors who are 
helping. And know that I daily pray for you, too.  
 
In Christ, 
Rev. Amanda 

Immigrant%20Legal%20Advocacy%20Project
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