
Season  of  Epiphany  

January  11 ,  2026 ,  9 :30  am 
 

 
 

     S t .  B a r t h o l o m e w ’ s  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h     Y a r m o u t h ,  M a i n e
 

 
Prelude   Dialogue, by Francois Couperin 

 
Welcome & Announcements           Harriet Davis  
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Celebrant Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 

People   Amen. 
 

Celebrant Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and 
placed us in a well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for 
the parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the 
way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you 
washed us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with 
the water of life. 

 

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for 
all water that surrounds us: For the waters of the Royal, Cousins, and 
Presumpscot Rivers, for coves and inlets, lakes and ponds, for Casco Bay and the 
open ocean. 
 

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy all who thirst, and give us the 
life only you can give.  
 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

People   Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn, #120   The sinless one to Jordan came           The Hymnal 1982 

 
Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant Blessed be God: most holy, glorious, and undivided Trinity. 
People And blessed be God’s reign, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 



 

Gloria, S278 

 



 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.  

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him 
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are 
baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly 
confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, 
one God, in glory everlasting. 

People  Amen. 

 
Children’s Greeting          

 
 

The Lessons 
 

First Lesson, Isaiah 42:1-9          Michele Johns 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my spirit upon him; 
he will bring forth justice to the nations. 

He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
or make it heard in the street; 

a bruised reed he will not break, 
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

He will not grow faint or be crushed 
until he has established justice in the earth; 
and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

 
Thus says God, the LORD, 

who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

who gives breath to the people upon it 
and spirit to those who walk in it: 

I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, 
I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 

I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
a light to the nations, 
to open the eyes that are blind, 

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

I am the LORD, that is my name; 
my glory I give to no other, 
nor my praise to idols. 



 

See, the former things have come to pass, 
and new things I now declare; 

before they spring forth, 
I tell you of them. 

 

Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people 
People  Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm 29                           Nancy Gunzelmann 

1 Ascribe to God, you heavenly beings, * 
ascribe to God glory and strength. 

2 Ascribe due honor to God’s holy Name; * 
worship the Most High in the beauty of holiness. 

3 The voice of the God is upon the waters; 
the God of glory thunders; * 
God is upon the mighty waters. 

4 The voice of God is a powerful voice; * 
the voice of God is a voice of splendor. 

5 The voice of God breaks the cedar trees; * 
God breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

6 God makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

7 The voice of God splits the flames of fire; 
the voice of God shakes the wilderness; * 
God shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

8 The voice of God makes the oak trees writhe * 
and strips the forests bare. 

9 And in the temple of the Holy One, * 
all are crying, "Glory!" 

10 God sits enthroned above the flood; * 
enthroned as Sovereign for evermore. 

11 God shall give strength to the people; * 
God shall give the people the blessing of peace. 

 

Second Lesson, Acts 10:34-43                       Michele Johns 

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message 
he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good 
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all 
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but 
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who 
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  



 

He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 
judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

Lector   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches 
People   Thanks be to God 

 
Gospel Hymn, #121   Christ, when for us you were baptized          The Hymnal 1982 
 
Gospel, Matthew 3:13-17                     The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 
People  Glory to you, O God. 
 
Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 
am well pleased.” 
 
Celebrant The Gospel of our Lord. 
People  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                       The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 

 
Hymn, #768    I believe in God almighty               Wonder, Love & Praise

 



 

   

The Nicene Creed 
Celebrant Joining with the faithful of all generations, let us say together: 
People We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven, 
    was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
         and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again 
         in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father, 
    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
    who has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
         and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



 

Prayers of the People               Nancy Gunzelmann  

Leader  Let us pray to the God who calls us each by name and invites us into relationship 
with God and with one another.  

 
 Silence for reflection 
 

We are God’s beloved: 
People  Who knows us each by name. 
 

We pray for all baptized Christians, that we may live out our calling in loving and 
holy lives. We thank God for our own baptism and know that we are always 
immersed in God’s presence.   
We are God’s beloved:  
Who knows us each by name. 

 
We pray for all who are preparing for baptism, confirmation, ordination, or 
special ministries. We pray for our Godchildren and our Godparents, and for all 
who have been baptized in this place.  
We are God’s beloved:  
Who knows us each by name. 

 
We pray for the work of the church and especially for the work and witness of the 
Anglican Communion throughout the world and today for St. Luke's in Wilton, St. 
John's in Bangor, and for new members of the church, penitents, and seekers. 
We are God’s beloved: 
Who knows us each by name. 

 
Give us grace and integrity, O God, in all our dealings. We pray for local, national, 
and international governments and for all who make decisions and effect 
lives. We are particularly mindful of the people of Haiti, Somalia, Palestine, and 
Israel.   
We are God’s beloved: 
Who knows us each by name. 

 
We pray for those whose weariness or pain makes it difficult for them to pray; 
may they sense the support and love of the people of God. We pray for those 
who are ill or with special needs, remembering especially: 
Virginia & Jamil; Jenny & Matt; David; Sasha; Paige; Nathaniel; Will; Haskell; Don; 
Gregory; Andy; Molly; Nova; Dave & Judy; Steven; Jenn; Vance; Gary; Ernie; Ted; 
Matt & Shannon; Lem; Sally; Ed; Carol; Beverly; Diana; Ben; Meagan; Ellen; 
Morgan; Benson; Suzanne; Margo; Hana; Mary; Celeste; Howsie; Meg; Hans; 
Pam; Hurshell; Melanie; Joe; and the Elliott family. 
And we pray for those we name now, aloud or silently (pause for intercessions). 
We are God’s beloved: 
Who knows us each by name.  

 
We pray for those who have come to the end of their earthly journey. Bless and 
comfort their loved ones. May we all rejoice as joint inheritors of the kingdom of 



 

heaven. We remember today Elaine Elliott, beloved wife of David and all those we 
name before you, aloud or silently (pause for intercessions). 
We are God’s beloved: 
Who knows us each by name.  
 
Gracious God, your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, welcomed children, 
blessed them, and taught us that in caring for the least among us, we serve Christ 
Himself. With the whole Diocese of Maine, we pray for all those who are today 
provided with support from the foster care system: the children who receive care, 
the foster parents who provide care often at personal sacrifice, and finally we 
pray for those who relinquish their children to the foster system in hopes that 
they may find the love and support the child might otherwise not receive. Inspire 
us by your Spirit to come near to these children and families in prayer and in 
support. 
We are God’s beloved: 
Who knows us each by name.  

 
Concluding Collect 

Celebrant  O God of our salvation, in the river Jordan you anointed your son Jesus in glory 
and revealed him as your beloved. Strengthen us to acknowledge your Christ, that 
we who are reborn by water and the Spirit may now walk with him the path of 
faithfulness; through the same, Jesus Christ, we pray.   

People  Amen.   
 

The Confession & Absolution 

Celebrant  Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept.  
 

Celebrant Reconciling God,  
People we yearn for your presence to transform 

our grief, pain, and despair. 
We confess that we have not always prepared 
room in our hearts for your love; 
we have not always recognized  
your presence among us; 
we have not always embraced your message of peace. 
 

We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, 
oppression, and fear. 
We confess our failure to make room 
for those seeking refuge; 
our participation in violence systems 
that harm your innocent ones; 
our reluctance to embody your good news. 
 

Be born in us today 
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 
Amen. 



 

Celebrant God’s grace upon grace flows over you. 
Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. 
Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 

People  Amen 
 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

The congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with those around them. 
 

Offertory Sentence 

Celebrant “Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the 
majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the 
kingdom, and you are exalted as head over all.” (1 Chronicles 29:11) 

 

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to 
our God. 

 

At this time, the bread and wine are brought forward. The ushers will collect the offering.  
 

Offertory Anthem  "Jesus Christ, the Apple Tree " by Elizabeth Poston  
 

The tree of life my soul hath seen, 
Laden with fruit and always green: 
The trees of nature fruitless be 
Compared with Christ the apple tree. 
 
His beauty doth all things excel: 
By faith I know, but ne’er can tell 
The glory which I now can see 
In Jesus Christ the apple tree. 
 
For happiness I long have sought, 
And pleasure dearly I have bought: 
I missed of all; but now I see 
‘Tis found in Christ the apple tree. 
 
I’m weary with my former toil, 
Here I will sit and rest awhile: 
Under the shadow I will be, 
Of Jesus Christ the apple tree. 
 
This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, 
It keeps my dying faith alive; 
Which makes my soul in haste to be 
With Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

 
The offering is brought forward. 



 

Offertory Prayer 

Celebrant Let us pray, 
People God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you 

bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends 
of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to our God. 
 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to Christ our Sovereign. 
People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, 
for you are the fulfilment of all our searching. 

 

Since the time you created all things 
you have had a plan 
— hidden in mystery through the ages — 
to draw all the world into one body, 
and to share with all peoples your promises of glory. 

 

And now the light has risen, 
the mystery is made known: 
your beloved child, Jesus, is revealed to the whole world 
as Savior and Redeemer, 
and as the King who reigns in justice and peace. 
You made him known first 
to the magi from the east, 
who came to pay him homage, 
though they knew of him only what the silent stars could tell. 

 

And now, you draw us again to the feet of Jesus 
— the crucified and risen Christ — 
to offer our gifts of praise to the light of the world. 
 
Therefore with Angels and Archangels and all the company of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Sanctus, S127  
 (see next page) 



 

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Celebrant  O God, you are the most holy one, enthroned in splendor and light.  
You have called all creation into being, setting the earth on its foundations.  
You have spread out the heavens like a tent, and set a boundary to the seas.  
You have filled the world with your creatures and called all things good. 
 

In these latter days, you leaned toward the earth and spoke to us by a Son, Jesus 
the Beloved. Born of our sister Mary and the Holy Spirit, guarded by our brother 
Joseph with fatherly care, Jesus came among us as a baby, humbly born, cradled 
beside the animals and warmed by their breath, human as we are, in need of 
human love. 
 

Yet kings bowed down before him, bringing gifts, and emperors were troubled by 
his reign – this Child in whom all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell. As a 
servant, Jesus emptied himself of might upon the cross, and as the risen one is 
enthroned at God’s right hand to bring mercy and justice to all the earth at the 
end of days. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 



 

So, rejoicing in all God has done for us, let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Holy God, as you visited us in the birth of Jesus, visit us now by the power of your 
Spirit in these gifts of bread and wine. Make them to be for us the Body and Blood 
of Christ, the banquet of heaven here on earth. Shine your grace, brighter than 
starlight, on us that we may bear your good tidings to all and renew the weary 
world in your name: the name of Emmanuel – God-With-Us.  
 

Through him, with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and 
honor is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
People  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen.

 

The Fraction, S169 (sung)  

 



 

The Invitation 

Celebrant  God is now in flesh appearing 
People  Come to the feast of joy! 
 

Holy Communion   
Everyone is welcome to receive communion at St. Bart’s! The ushers will invite you to come 
forward through the center aisle to stand along the rounded edge of the chancel to receive the 
bread, hands facing upward for bread with gluten, hands facing down will indicate you’d like 
gluten free bread. The Chalice Bearers will follow the Priest with the chalice of wine. You are 
invited to sip from the cup. If you would prefer not to sip from the cup, you may place your hands 
across your chest to receive the blessing. If you would prefer to receive neither the bread nor the 
wine but would like to come forward for a blessing, please come forward as described above and 
simply cross your arms at your chest and the Priest will offer a blessing. Hand sanitizer is available 
in the aisle. Please use the side aisles to return to your seat once you have received.  
 

Communion Hymn, #339  Deck thyself              The Hymnal 1982 
 
Post Communion Prayer 

Celebrant Let us pray, 
People  Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and 

ponder in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the 
wonders of your love in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in 
us. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

Celebrant The triune God, 
glorious Mystery, 
holy Incarnate One, 
abiding Comforter, 
bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 

People  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn, #448   O love, how deep                          The Hymnal 1982 

         
The Dismissal 

Deacon Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. Alleluia, alleluia!  
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Postlude   Offertoire, by Francois Couperin 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

S E R V I N G  I N  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W O R S H I P  R E S O U R C E S  

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism: All Creation Sings, Setting 11 © Augsburg Fortress 2025 
Old Testament, New Testament and Gospels readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
The Collects are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 
Psalm translation from The Saint Helena Breviary © 2006 
Prayers of the People: written by The Rev. Stephen White 
Confession & Absolution, Offertory Prayer, Post Communion Prayer, and Blessing are from Sundays and 
Seasons © 2025 
Great Thanksgiving: ©2000 Nathan Nettleton LaughingBird.net 
Eucharistic Prayer: Episcopal Common Prayer, www.episcopalcommonprayer.org 

 

Celebrant The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 

Music Dr. Christina Edelen 

Musicians The St. Bart’s Choir 

Chalice Bearer Nancy Gunzelmann 

Nonvested Chalice Bearer Anne Jacobs 

Lector Michele Johns 

Ushers Jay & Basil Souder 

Altar Guild Beth LaSalle 

Flower Arranger Michele Johns 

A/V Arthur Woolverton 

Bread Baker Nancy Gunzelmann 

Counters Susie Soule, Marcia Sharp 

Snow Removal Kevin Gillan 

VPOW Harriet Davis 

Coffee Hour Jamie Michaud 

  



 

 

 
A N N U A L  M E E T I N G  -  S u n d a y ,  1 / 2 5  a f t e r  w o r s h i p  

  
The Annual Meeting for St. Bart’s will take place on Sunday, January 25th, 2026, following the 
9:30 am Service. This meeting will be in-person with an option to participate via Zoom for those 
not able to make it in-person. An invitation to the meeting, along with the Annual Report and the 
Zoom link, will be sent out the week of January 20th.  Please be sure to attend this important 
meeting.  We will be approving the 2025 budget, voting on the new vestry slate as well as 
hearing updates from the Wardens.
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