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     S t .  B a r t h o l o m e w ’ s  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h     Y a r m o u t h ,  M a i n e
 

 
Prelude   “Or nous dites Marie” by J-F Dandrieu 

 
Welcome & Announcements           Susan Garrett 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Celebrant Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 

People   Amen. 
 

Celebrant Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and 
placed us in a well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for 
the parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the 
way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you 
washed us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with 
the water of life. 

 

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for 
all water that surrounds us: For the waters of the Royal, Cousins, and 
Presumpscot Rivers, for coves and inlets, lakes and ponds, for Casco Bay and the 
open ocean. 
 

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy all who thirst, and give us the 
life only you can give.  
 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

People   Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn, #117   Brightest and best             The Hymnal 1982 

 
Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant Blessed be God: most holy, glorious, and undivided Trinity. 
People And blessed be God’s reign, now and for ever. Amen. 



 

Gloria, S278 

 



 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.  

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the 
earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see 
your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.. 

People  Amen. 

 
Children’s Greeting          

 
 

The Lessons 
 

First Lesson, Isaiah 60:1-6         John Perkins 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise upon you, 
and his glory will appear over you. 

Nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

Lift up your eyes and look around; 
they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

 

Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people 
People  Thanks be to God 
 

 

 

 



 

Psalm 72:1-7,10-14                    Michele Johns 

 

 

 
 

Second Lesson, Ephesians 3:1-12        John Perkins 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- for 
surely you have already heard of the commission of God's grace that was given me for you, and 
how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a 
reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In 
former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been 
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow 
heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was given me by 
the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to 
me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see 
what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through 
the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has 



 

carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence 
through faith in him. 

 

Lector   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches 
People   Thanks be to God 

 
Gospel Hymn, #124   What star is this             The Hymnal 1982 
 
Gospel, Matthew 2:1-12                     The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 
People  Glory to you, O God. 
 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 
star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the 
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." 
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they 
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that 
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 
Celebrant The Gospel of our Lord. 
People  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                       The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 

 
Anthem   “Saw You Never, in the Twilight” 15th c. French carol 

Saw you never, in the twilight, 
when the sun had left the skies, 
up in heav'n the clear stars shining 
through the gloom, like silver eyes? 
So of old the wise men, watching, 
saw a little stranger star, 



 

and they knew the King was given, 
and they followed it from far. 
 

Heard you never of the story 
how they crossed the desert wild, 
journeyed on by plain and mountain 
till they found the holy child? 
How they opened all their treasure, 
kneeling to that infant King; 
gave the gold and fragrant incense, 
gave the myrrh in offering? 
 

Know ye not that lowly baby 
was the bright and morning Star? 
He who came to light the Gentiles 
and to spread the word afar? 
And we, too, may seek his cradle; 
there our hearts' best treasures bring; 
love and faith and true devotion 
for our Savior, God, and King. 

 

The Nicene Creed 

Celebrant Joining with the faithful of all generations, let us say together: 
People We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven, 
    was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
         and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again 
         in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 



 

         and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father, 
    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
    who has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
         and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People            Michele Johns  

Leader  Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
Today, we pray as those on a journey saying, “Lead us to your presence, O 
God; let us see your glory!” 

 
 Silence for reflection 
 

Repairer of the breach, you separate us from our sin and unite us with one 
another. Heal the animosity in our hearts, and bind us together in love.  
Lead us to your presence, O God;  
let us see your glory! 
 
Author of life, you sent your spirit over the waters, your breath into your children, 
and guiding stars across the sky. Awaken us to the plight of the planet and send us 
to care for your creation.  
Lead us to your presence, O God; 
let us see your glory! 
 
Light that leads the way, you make yourself known to the nations. Illuminate just 
paths and guide leaders in the church and the world in your holy will.  
Lead us to your presence, O God; 
let us see your glory! 
 
Voice of the silenced, you cast the mighty from their thrones and fill the hungry 
with good things. Grant those in need the courage to demand equality and those 
with abundance the wisdom to share. Respond to any who call out in need this 
day. We remember before you those whose names have been entrusted to our 
St. Bart’s prayer list… 
Virginia & Jamil; Jenny & Matt; David; Elaine; Sasha; Paige; Nathaniel; Will; 
Haskell; Don; Gregory; Andy; Molly; Nova; Dave & Judy; Steven; Jenn; Vance; 
Gary; Ernie; Ted; Matt & Shannon; Lem; Sally; Ed; Carol; Beverly; Diana; Ben; 
Meagan; Ellen; Morgan; Benson; Suzanne; Margo; Hana; Mary; Celeste; Howsie; 
Meg; Hans; Pam; Hurshell; Melanie; Joe; and Susan. 
And we pray for those we name before you now, either aloud or silently (pause 
for intercessions).  
Lead us to your presence, O God; 
let us see your glory! 



 

 
Proclaimer of promises, you raise up prophets and messengers in the places we 
least expect. Equip us to listen well to those who bring both good news and 
painful truths.  
Lead us to your presence, O God; 
let us see your glory! 
 
Redeemer of the saints, you gift us with many people throughout our lives who 
point the way to you. We give you thanks for the recently departed and all who 
have loved us, especially Inez Kanaps, dear friend of David Elliott, and those we 
name before you, aloud or silently (pause for intercessions).  
Lead us to your presence, O God; 
let us see your glory! 

 
Concluding Collect 

Celebrant  With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O 
God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior. 

People  Amen.   
 

The Confession & Absolution 

Celebrant  Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept.  
 
Celebrant Reconciling God,  
People we yearn for your presence to transform 

our grief, pain, and despair. 
We confess that we have not always prepared 
room in our hearts for your love; 
we have not always recognized  
your presence among us; 
we have not always embraced your message of peace. 
 
We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, 
oppression, and fear. 
We confess our failure to make room 
for those seeking refuge; 
our participation in violence systems 
that harm your innocent ones; 
our reluctance to embody your good news. 
 
Be born in us today 
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 
Amen. 
 

Celebrant God’s grace upon grace flows over you. 
Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. 



 

Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 
People  Amen 
 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

The congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with those around them. 
 

Offertory Sentence 

Celebrant “Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the 
majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the 
kingdom, and you are exalted as head over all.” (1 Chronicles 29:11) 

 

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to 
our God. 

 

At this time, the bread and wine are brought forward. The ushers will collect the offering.  
 

Offertory Hymn, #616  Hail to the Lord’s anointed            The Hymnal 1982 
 
The offering is brought forward. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Celebrant Let us pray, 
People God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you 

bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends 
of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to our God. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to Christ our Sovereign. 
People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, 
for you are the fulfilment of all our searching. 

 

Since the time you created all things 
you have had a plan 
— hidden in mystery through the ages — 
to draw all the world into one body, 
and to share with all peoples your promises of glory. 

 

And now the light has risen, 
the mystery is made known: 



 

your beloved child, Jesus, is revealed to the whole world 
as Savior and Redeemer, 
and as the King who reigns in justice and peace. 
You made him known first 
to the magi from the east, 
who came to pay him homage, 
though they knew of him only what the silent stars could tell. 

 

And now, you draw us again to the feet of Jesus 
— the crucified and risen Christ — 
to offer our gifts of praise to the light of the world. 
 
Therefore with Angels and Archangels and all the company of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Sanctus, S127 

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Celebrant  O God, you are the most holy one, enthroned in splendor and light.  
You have called all creation into being, setting the earth on its foundations.  
You have spread out the heavens like a tent, and set a boundary to the seas.  
You have filled the world with your creatures and called all things good. 
 

In these latter days, you leaned toward the earth and spoke to us by a Son, Jesus 
the Beloved. Born of our sister Mary and the Holy Spirit, guarded by our brother 
Joseph with fatherly care, Jesus came among us as a baby, humbly born, cradled 



 

beside the animals and warmed by their breath, human as we are, in need of 
human love. 
 

Yet kings bowed down before him, bringing gifts, and emperors were troubled by 
his reign – this Child in whom all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell. As a 
servant, Jesus emptied himself of might upon the cross, and as the risen one is 
enthroned at God’s right hand to bring mercy and justice to all the earth at the 
end of days. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

So, rejoicing in all God has done for us, let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Holy God, as you visited us in the birth of Jesus, visit us now by the power of your 
Spirit in these gifts of bread and wine. Make them to be for us the Body and Blood 
of Christ, the banquet of heaven here on earth. Shine your grace, brighter than 
starlight, on us that we may bear your good tidings to all and renew the weary 
world in your name: the name of Emmanuel – God-With-Us.  
 

Through him, with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and 
honor is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
People  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen.

 
The Fraction, S169 (sung)  

(see next page) 



 

 

The Invitation 

Celebrant  God is now in flesh appearing 
People  Come to the feast of joy! 
 

Holy Communion   
Everyone is welcome to receive communion at St. Bart’s! The ushers will invite you to come 
forward through the center aisle to stand along the rounded edge of the chancel to receive the 
bread, hands facing upward for bread with gluten, hands facing down will indicate you’d like 
gluten free bread. The Chalice Bearers will follow the Priest with the chalice of wine. You are 
invited to sip from the cup. If you would prefer not to sip from the cup, you may place your hands 
across your chest to receive the blessing. If you would prefer to receive neither the bread nor the 
wine but would like to come forward for a blessing, please come forward as described above and 
simply cross your arms at your chest and the Priest will offer a blessing. Hand sanitizer is available 
in the aisle. Please use the side aisles to return to your seat once you have received.  
 

During Communion, healing prayers will be offered in the Chapel by a member of the Pastoral 
Care Committee. 
 

Music at Communion  726 Where is this stupendous stranger?               Wonder, Love & Praise 
(See next page)                                         
 
338 Wherefore, O Father            The Hymnal 1982 

 
 
 



 

 

  

 

 
 
Post Communion Prayer 

Celebrant Let us pray, 
People  Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and 

ponder in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the 
wonders of your love in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in 
us. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

Celebrant The triune God, 
glorious Mystery, 
holy Incarnate One, 
abiding Comforter, 
bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 

People  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn, #497   How bright appears the morning star           The Hymnal 1982 

         
The Dismissal 

Deacon Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. Alleluia, alleluia!  
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Postlude   “Wie schon leuchtet der morgenster” by J. Pachelbel 
 
 

 



 

 
S E R V I N G  I N  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W O R S H I P  R E S O U R C E S  

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism: All Creation Sings, Setting 11 © Augsburg Fortress 2025 
Old Testament, New Testament and Gospels readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
The Collects are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 
Psalm translation from The Saint Helena Breviary © 2006 
Prayers of the People, Confession & Absolution, Offertory Prayer, Post Communion Prayer, and Blessing 
are from Sundays and Seasons © 2025 
Great Thanksgiving: ©2000 Nathan Nettleton LaughingBird.net 
Eucharistic Prayer: Episcopal Common Prayer, www.episcopalcommonprayer.org 

 
 

Celebrant The Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 

Music Dr. Christina Edelen 

Musicians The St. Bart’s Choir 

Chalice Bearer Michele Johns 

Nonvested Chalice Bearer John Perkins 

Lector John Perkins 

Ushers Nick Desiderio, Tom Hyndman 

Altar Guild Beth LaSalle 

Flower Arranger Anne Jacobs 

A/V Peter Sillin 

Bread Baker Barbara Barhydt 

Counters Pamela Trudo, Jan Burson 

Snow Removal Peter Sillin 

VPOW Susan Garrett 

Coffee Hour Imelda Schaefer & Nancy Gunzelmann 

Prayers in the Chapel Susannah White 



 

 
A N N U A L  M E E T I N G  -  S u n d a y ,  1 / 2 5  a f t e r  w o r s h i p  

  
The Annual Meeting for St. Bart’s will take place on Sunday, January 25th, 2026, following the 
9:30 am Service. This meeting will be in-person with an option to participate via Zoom for those 
not able to make it in-person. An invitation to the meeting, along with the Annual Report and the 
Zoom link, will be sent out the week of January 20th.  Please be sure to attend this important 
meeting.  We will be approving the 2025 budget, voting on the new vestry slate as well as 
hearing updates from the Wardens.
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