
 

 Services and Events  

Wednesday, February 1:  

5:30pm Evening Prayer Service 
 

Sunday, February 5: 5th after Epiphany  

  8am Holy Eucharist 

10am Holy Eucharist w/healing prayers, music  

         Sunday School & Childcare 
  

Wednesday, February 8:  

5:30pm Evening Prayer Service 
 

Sunday, February 12: 6th after Epiphany  

  8am Holy Eucharist 

10am Holy Eucharist w/ Music, Sunday School  

 & Childcare 
 

Wednesday, February 15:  

5:30pm Evening Prayer Service 
 

Sunday, February 19: 7th after Epiphany  

  8am Holy Eucharist 
10am Holy Eucharist w/ Music, Sunday School  

 & Childcare 
 

Wednesday, February 22:  

5:30pm Evening Prayer Service 
 

Sunday, February 26: Last Sunday after  

          the Epiphany  

  8am Holy Eucharist 

10am Holy Eucharist w/ Music, Sunday School  

 & Childcare 
  

Fat Tuesday, February 28  

5-7pm Pancake/Waffle/French toast dinner.  

This is a fundraiser for the youth mission trip. 
 

Ash Wednesday, March 1  

 6:00pm Service w/ Holy Eucharist 

From the Rector  
  

 

Immigration and Advocacy 
As I mentioned in my sermon a few weeks ago there are resources available  
to us, to become informed about ways to advocate for those in need of our  
attention and care. These are issues of the Kingdom of God, and where we 
find our own role in bringing that Kingdom to bear in the here and now for  
another. For a list of resources from the Diocese, including the MENJ (Maine  
Episcopal Network for Justice), click HERE. 
 
About the Annual Meeting 
You may have heard that the annual meeting introduced some changes that 
will affect all of us. The budget for 2017 curtails expenses within the amount  
of funds pledged for 2017. This is a conservative and responsible way to  
approach what would otherwise be a deficit situation. You may want to take  
a look at the report in full: Click HERE for a link to the report. 
 
In brief ï The budget reductions have been applied evenly and as fairly as 
possible. We were careful to preserve the integrity of the program year to the 
best of our ability. Our two primary programs of Education and Choir will both 
have their budgets cut by the same amount and the staff support funding will 
be reduced as well. John Corrie has graciously agreed to take the summer 
months off, so we are not paying a choir director when our choir is not in  
season. We will have to figure out some alternative music arrangements for  
the summer, working within the summer music allocated funds. And we will 
have no paid babysitting during the summer months ï as the education  
program also focuses on the program year. The budget for the education  
coordinatorôs position will be reduced somewhat entering the fall, as we are 
now no longer creating a program, but maintaining the program, and families 
will be asked to help pay for the cost of VBS. Other budget changes include 
our altering the cleaning schedule ï so the church will be cleaned every other 
week (or less often, on a schedule that makes sense with the seasonal nature 
of our building usage). 
 
We will have two working groups which are going to get going immediately 
(email me to sign up for one of these if you would like to be part of the  
adventures ahead). 
 
A) Summer Music Working Group 
 
B)  Reconfiguring Worship Working Group 
 
Yes, you read that correctly. We are going to be reconfiguring the way we 
ñdoò church on Sunday mornings. We need to even out the numbers  
across the two services we offer on Sunday mornings. You can read more 
about the detailed whys and wherefores of that in the Annual Report, in my 
Rectorôs Report portion of the document. (See the link above.)  
 

Change is hard, even changing which seat we sit in at worship can be  
difficult, so this is going to be tough on everyone. I realize that. But we are a  
congregation who knows deep in our hearts what really matters: love God,  
love your neighbor as yourself. We come together to worship God and to be 

Defy 
We do not deny the reality of 
death or the degradation of 
suffering. But we do claim the 
victory of life over death, of 
light over darkness. And so 
we defy anything which 
would degrade our humanity. 
        -Br. Mark Brown 
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together to do so. The purpose of this reconfiguration is to give us the chance  
to worship with more of us. To have more of us together at the early service,  
and to have more room at the later service for others to join us, to share this truly 
wonderful, open and caring environment and community that matters to our lives 
and to the world. This canôt be the best kept secret in Yarmouth or the Casco 
Bay area any more, nor can it be a place without quite enough room for folks to 
come and be invested and involved. We have enough room in our hearts and in 
the life of our community for all who enter our doors, we are truly a warm and 
welcoming community. We have done a tremendous amount of work to create 
enough classroom space for the children (and they have come to fill it!); and to 
make our space accessible to all (as it should be); and to build the very best  
programs in the region (we have, hands down). It is TIME to do the work that is 
left to do ï which is simply (or not so simply) to make room for those who come 
to sit in the sanctuary. To do that we need to even out the seating across both 
services. We can do that, but it will take the spirit of compromise from every 
member of this church ï no small thing. But I truly believe that this parish which 
grew from a handful of people around a card table/altar table to a service station 
church, to a group that built this beautiful building, to all that we have here ï  
together this parish can do anything. Letôs make some room, worship God  
together, and go out and change the world to what God would have it be.  
 

The plan as we have it right now: We will gather some information from you  
during Lent. We will give the reconfiguration a trial run for Eastertide. We will go 
to our Single Summer Service at 9am, and gather feedback from you about how 
the reconfiguration went. And then in the Fall for Creation Season we will tweak 
the reconfiguration and see how that goes.  
 

We would like to have a forum or two to gather input, both before the first trial run 
and after it, to gather feedback from those who have attended. We will also be 
putting out a survey BEFORE we plan the worship reconfiguration, please make 
sure you add your two cents to this conversation by completing this survey. I 
would ask you to attend services during the reconfiguration, even if you think you 
wonôt like the way they are reconfigured. Your feedback wonôt be as useful  
unless you TRY the service as it is reconfigured, and try it more than once. 
Thank you, I know this is hard, I really do. I appreciate your patience and your 
sense of humor. See you in church! 

 

 

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; 
for our families, friends, and neighbors; that being freed 
from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we 
pray to you O Lord.  
     (BCP, Prayers of the People, Form V, 391) 

We ask that you especially pray for:   
Steph; David; Lisa; Mary Ann; Hartley; Sam; Dave; Joy;  
Brady; Bobby; Amy; Charles; Nancy; Betty; Kellan; Carole;  
Ryan; Alexander; Michelle; Will; Kit and Lee; Talie; Tyler;  
Pat; Georgette and Roger; Ellie; Matthew; and Martha.   

 

http://www.stbartsyarmouth.org/
mailto:nina@stbartsyarmouth.org
mailto:admin@stbartsyarmouth.org


Fat Tuesday Dinner at St. Bart's: 
 

A group of youth from St. Bartôs will travel with First Parish Congregational Church to Jinotega, Nicaragua 
July 29-August 12 to work with Outreach 360 teaching children how to speak English. As a fundraiser the 
youth are hosting a dinner on Fat Tuesday, February 28th from 5:00-7:00pm. They will also offer  
BINGO and Mask-making. $7/person suggested donation. 
Dinner will include:  Pancakes / Waffles / French toast casserole with choice of butter, syrup and special 
toppings, fruit salad, juice / water / coffee / tea. 
Donations to the trip may be made to First Parish Congregational Church Yarmouth (include Jinotega 
Mission trip in the memo.) 
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Looking Toward Lent: 
 
Ashes To Go:  Ash Wednesday is March 1st and I have volunteered to be part of the Portland  
team, though they have not yet put together the times or places. If you are interested in joining me, 
please email me to let me know.  
 
Ash Wednesday:  The Ash Wednesday service at St. Barts will be at 6pm, with choir and Eucharist. 
 
Holy Week: This year Bishop Lane will be visiting the Portland area churches for Holy Week.  
It is my hope that we will win the Holy Week lottery and he will be with us for Maundy Thursday.  
(I was quick to get our request in, I promise!) If he is unable to join us on that evening, we will find 
another occasion for him to celebrate with us that week. Stay tuned!  
 
Easter Vigil:  As is our custom we will be celebrating Easter Vigil with the Ecumenical gathering at 
St. Lukeôs Cathedral, 7pm, April 15th. If you are interested in participating as a reader, acolyte, or 
other participant (maybe join in the choir?), please let me know soon so I can connect you with the 
right people at the Cathedral.  

 
 

 
 

Shop at Hannaford and Make Money for St. Bartôs 
 

Since 2014 twenty parishioners have raised $8,000 for our Education Program simply  
by buying their groceries at Hannafordôs! We all like to eat, right? Well, this is an  
easy fundraiser. You could join in. You buy a Hannaford gift card through the church,  

                 and Hannaford gives us 5% of what you spend with the card. You spend $100 for groceries,  
                           and our Education Program gets $5.  The Hannaford gift cards can be used to buy anything  
                           you would normally buy at Hannaford. Here is how it works: 
 

        *You hand in a check made out to St. Bartôs. (I give you a gift card the first time that you participate.) 
 

        * I deposit the checks received and place an order to start the new cards or to add money to existing cards. 
 

        * Often the next day I send you an email saying that your gift card is ready to use. 
 

        * Later on you decide when to write another check.  Then we go through steps 1 to 3 again.   
 

(Note that I have money deposited automatically every two weeks in the St. Bartôs Education bank account  
for this purpose. You could too.) 
 

If you have any interest, please see me at church or call me at 232-6743.  Twenty of us are raising money for the  
St. Bartôs Education Program when we buy our groceries at Hannafordôs.  Join us! 
 

John Duncan 
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Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

We managed to get that Blood Drive in, between snow storms which was  
a very good thing. Thank you to everyone who made it possible: who made 
treats to share or worked a shift at the drive, or who donated. I know that  
many people were very appreciative and that with so few drives able to be  
held because of weather that the need is great.  
 
On a personal note ï I was able to donate for the first time in many years!  
Now that my anemia has been properly diagnosed and is being appropriately 
treated I had the hemoglobin levels to be a donor again. (Turned out to be  
related to my ethnicity as a type of anemia commonly seen in people from the 
Indian subcontinent, which is what took a little while to figure out.) Being back  
in the donation rotation is a very satisfying feeling. 

Friendship Valentines  
 

Our Sunday School classes  
made Friendship Valentines  
for the children of our Yarmouth  
Compassionate Housing Initiative. 
Each Valentine card was created 
for a child by name, and Lisa and 
Carla then delivered these.  

Feeling befriended and welcomed is no small thing ï take a look at  
these smiles. It is my hope we will continue to build connections between our families;  
we have so much to learn from each other. We are better for these friendships and connections 
with one another.  



 
 
 

 
 

 

About our Snow/Inclement Weather Policy: 
The most difficult thing about deciding whether or not to hold services  
when there is a chance that the weather will be questionable is worrying  
that someone is going to get hurt trying to get to church. If you look out  
your door and have any concerns about being able to get to church safely 
because of weather, please stay home. We will raise prayers to God on  
behalf of the people of St. Bart's and we will know that you are safe. When  

     I make the decision to hold church even though winter is being winter,  
                                              I depend on your good judgment. 
 
 

 

Whenever possible that decision about cancellation is made as early as we can, usually on Saturday 
evening. If we decide we need to cancel church services, we will post cancellation information on the out 
going phone message and on the website, and with channels 6, 8 and 13, as well as send an email to the 
parish. If you are scheduled for a particular duty every effort will be made to get in touch with you beyond 
the all parish email.  
 
If you are not receiving the weekly e-bulletins and monthly newsletter via email then you are not on our óall 
parishô email distribution list. Please email the office, admin@stbartsyarmouth.org, and we will make sure 
you are included. Thank you. 

 

 
St. Elizabeth's Jubilee Center  
A Mission Project of the Episcopal Diocese of Maine  

 
St. Bart's volunteers will be at St. Elizabethôs  
on Tuesday morning, February 21.  
Please join us!  
 
Donations of winter clothing and footwear,  
hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves are needed,  
especially in Menôs Large sizes.  
 
Bedding, diapers, and small household goods  
are always needed.  
 
FMI: Linda Draper 829-6592 or  
Pam Hobson 671-6254  
 
Many thanks for all the  
contributions!  

    Afternoon Handwork & Tea 
   
Our group will gather to work  
on handwork projects while  
enjoying tea and cookies in the 
Chapel from 3-4:30pm on the 
following Thursdays for the 
first half of the new year:   
 
 March 2 & 16 
 April 6 & 20 
 May 4 & 18 
 

This group welcomes all ages, stages & abilities  
of handwork and crafters. 
  
Come enjoy some good tea, good cookies and good  
conversation as you work on your favorite craft  
project.  
 
If you have any questions, contact Liza Chandler,  
846-9432.  

 
St. Elizabeth's Jubilee Center  
A Mission Project of the Episcopal Diocese of Maine  

 
St. Bart's volunteers will be at St. Elizabethôs  
on Tuesday morning, February 21.  
Please join us!  
 
Donations of winter clothing and footwear,  
hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves are needed,  
especially in Menôs Large sizes.  
 
Bedding, diapers, and small household goods  
are always needed.  
 
FMI: Linda Draper 829-6592 
or  
Pam Hobson 671-6254  
 
Many thanks for all the  
contributions!  
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On February 11, 1989, Barbara Clementine Harris (born June 12, 1930) was consecrated  
a bishop in God's one, holy, catholic and apostolic church in the Episcopal Diocese of  
Massachusetts. She was the first woman and the first Black woman to be ordained in  
The Episcopal Church and so, the world-wide Anglican Communion. 
 
On that day, she received death threats and obscene messages. She was encouraged  
to wear a bullet-proof vest but declined saying, "I don't take this personally." A unit of the 
Boston police was assigned to guard her consecration. Flags flew at half-mast in front of 
several diocesan offices. The ESA (Episcopal Synod of America) was formed in reaction  
to her consecration. In speaking of her ministry as a bishop, she said, "I certainly don't  
want to be one of the boys. I want to offer my peculiar gifts as a black woman... a sensitivity 
and an awareness that comes out of more than a passing acquaintance with oppression." 
 
Bishop Barbara "retired" in 2003 and was succeeded by another African American woman, 
Gayle Elizabeth Harris. She served as Assisting Bishop in the Diocese of DC until 2007. 
She suffered a stroke in 2010 but appears to have made a full recovery. In September of 
that same year, she preached a sermon in the historic Tabernacle in Oak Bluffs, MA. Her 
sermon title was "It isn't easy being green." 
 
Of the many things she has said over the years - some funny, others irreverent, many  
prophetic - the one that continues to inspire me is her quote from Ralph Waldo Emerson: 
"What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies within 
us." 
 
Happy Anniversary, Bishop Barbara. Thank you. Thank you, thank you for all you are, all 
you have done, and to all Jesus still has left for you to do. May God abundantly bless it all. 
You have indeed been blessed to be a blessing. 
 

I wanted to share the reflection below,  
written by Elizabeth Kaeton, as our  
Church celebrates the anniversary of  
the consecration of Bishop Barbara Harris.  
 

If you are interested in learning more about 
the history of womenôs ordination in the  
Episcopal Church and Anglican Communion,  
click HERE. 

http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2014/07/28/ordination-timeline/



